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Telluride 

SAGA Kickoff Party at Gym Bar 
Sunday, October 13, 2013 

Join us at VERTIGO, our season kick-off event, on Sunday, October 13, 2013 from 4:00 to 

7:00 PM at the Gym Bar in West Hollywood (http://gymsportsbar.com/lahome.html). Catch 

up with old friends and make some new ones while you enjoy sporting events and drink 

specials. Gym Bar will be offering $3 beers, $11 pitchers, and $3 shots! We will be announc-

ing upcoming ski trips at this event. We will discuss the details of both in-state and out-of-

state trips and give people the chance to sign up on the spot! Board members will be pre-

sent to answer any questions you may have 

about the trips. We will have computers handy to 

sign up new and existing members on site. The 

cost of membership is a low $30 per person this 

year and as an added bonus, if you sign up at our 

kick-off party we’ll take an extra $5 off that price 

AND buy you a drink. So come to Gym Bar on 

October 13th and meet your new and old snow-

buddies! Make some plans, tell tall tales of ski-

ing/boarding exploits, and enjoy the company of 

a great group of guys. See you there!  
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SAGA Fall Line 

President:  
Don Wildy 

president@sagala.org  

Treasurer:  
Robert Sutton 

treasurer@sagala.org  

Secretary:  
Doug Workman 

secretary@sagala.org  

Technology:  
Fred Kilby  

webmaster@sagala.org  

Out-of-State Trips  
Baker Terry 

outofstatetrips@sagala.org  

Mammoth Trips:  
Ken Slater  

mammothtrips@sagala.org  

Social Rec:  
James Renny Caleca  

social@sagala.org 

Membership/Marketing:  
Logan Meyer 

membership@sagala.org 

Newsletter:  
Mike Mallory 

communications@sagala.org 

President’s Message 

Greetings fellow SAGA members. This 

year's line up of trips and activities on 

and off the slopes look very promising.  

I am pleased to report that these activi-

ties have been amassed by a very strong, 

knowledgeful, and talented board of di-

rectors. Your 2014 ski season Board of 

Directors include Treasurer: Robert Sut-

ton, Secretary: Doug Workman, Technol-

ogy: Fred Kilby, Out of State Trips: Baker 

Terry, Mammoth Trips: Ken Slater, Social 

Chair: James Caleca, Membership /

Marketing: Logan Meyer, Newsletter: 

Mike Mallory, and yours truly Don Wildy 

- President. 

Rest assured that your 2014 Board has 

already undertaken the task of of putting 

forth a rewarding assortment of trips for 

the 2014 season.  Our dedication to you, 

the membership, of whom we are com-

mitted to serve, is unparalleled.  

This year you'll discover that our trip 

prices are very competitive. Be sure to 

take advantage of our outstanding early 

bird pricing for both ski trips and mem-

bership renewal, at our "kick off" party at 

the "Gym Bar" on October 13, 2013. I 

look forward to having a great ski season 

with you, and seeing you all on the 

slopes! 

The Fall Line is a 

publication of SAGA 

LA. SAGA is a non-

profit volunteer-run 

organization that was 

one of the first gay-

centered sports 

organizations in the 

United Sates. Each 

year we organize ski/

snowboard trips, 

camping trips, parties 

and other social 

events, and we hold 

regular meetings in 

Los Angeles and Long 

Beach during the non-

summer months. Our 

postal address is:  

P.O. Box 93-1207,  

Los Angeles, CA 

90093.  

© 2007-2013 SAGA 

Ski Club, Inc.  
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SAGA Fall Line 

Chartered Bus Trip to Santa 

Ynez Valley 
October 20, 2013 

Come join your friends at SAGA LA and OUT & 

ABOUT Long Beach for a day trip to the Santa 

Ynez Valley. Located just north of Santa Barbara, 

the valley offers high caliber vineyards and sce-

nic vistas of rolling hills and Mission Style 

Ranches. We will be visiting the community of 

Los Olivios (Spanish for "the olives") which of-

fers an authentic slice of Victorian-style with art 

galleries, boutiques, and more than two dozen 

wine tasting rooms and wine stores. Join us for a great day of wine tasting and savor some of Califor-

nia's most outstanding vintages. 

The best part about joining our group is that you get to leave the touring to the bus driver. We will be 

visiting elaborate tasting rooms and sampling exquisite white, red & dessert wines hand selected by the 

wine makers. All our stops are arranged with the expertise of our friends at Priority Wine Pass 

(www.prioritywinepass.com), a concierge service. It is sure to be an enjoyable fall day with great friends 

in a truly beautiful setting. And you will even get a 10% discount on purchases made at select Wineries 

that day! 

The bus will depart Long Beach at 7 AM. Driving next to San Fernando Valley to pick up the LA passen-

gers at 8 AM. arriving in the Santa Ynez Valley around 10 AM. Once there, we will visit 4 wineries where 

we will sample different varieties of wine; spending about one hour at each tasting room. We will stop in 

town for people to grab lunch at your choice of local eateries midday, leaving Los Olivos by 4:30 PM to 

return to Los Angeles by 6:30 and Long Beach around 7:15 PM.  

Cost of this trip is $125 per person.  

The event includes includes wine tasting admission, transportation, light breakfast, snacks & beverages. 

This cost does not include lunch. The adventure is open to all persons over 21 years old members and 

non-members alike. There is plenty of room on the bus for any wine purchases made that day. 

To sign up for this event, just go to www.sagala.org, select the Fall Wine Tasting Event. All payments will 

be via Paypal.  

Still have questions?...e-mail James at social@SAGALA.org. Cheers! 

2013 FALL  W INE  TASTING  
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SAGA Fall Line 
Shady Cove Campout Trip Report 
By Ken Slater 

If as they say a picture is worth a thousand words, 

there are already many thousands of words on 

this and the next page about the recent Shady 

Cove Campout, so there is not much to add. The 

images all seem to say the trip was a lot of fun for 

the 47 lucky campers and several dogs that spent 

a wonderful weekend in one of the most beautiful 

areas of the Southern California Mountains.  

Located at 7800 feet near Keller Peak, in the San 

Bernardino National Forest, not far from Running 

Springs, the area is actually located near the top 

of Snow Valley Ski Resort, which you pass on your 

way to Big Bear. As the photos illustrate, the 

campsite is shaded by a forest of conifers and 

oaks on a gentle slope.  

Like all of our campouts, this one featured great 

food, from a Friday Welcome Hot Snack to the 

Sunday Brunch. Of course we also welcome camp-

ers with a little libation when they arrive on Friday, 

and put on a festive cocktail hour before the Sat-

urday Dinner. On Saturday, some campers hike on 

their own in the area, but quite a few hiked to the 

top of Keller Peak for amazing views of the South-

ern California area from the top of a fire lookout 

tower. Others hiked into the unreal snowless ski 

area. 

The only thing that these photos may not include 

is you, if you were not one of the lucky to be on 

this trip. But not to worry, we are working already 

to arrange camping for next Summer, so keep an 

eye on the SAGA Calendar and on the newsletter 

for the date. 

If you’re a FaceBooker, 

you know how it can 

link people together 

and quickly spread the 

word about fun 

events. This season, 

we hope to connect 

all of our members to 

this popular 

networking site. 

Right now, there are a 

few great air fares 

posted to our wall, 

that you all should 

know about. When 

you post your snow 

photos to your own 

page, be sure to Tag 

SAGA in the photo, so 

it will also link to our 

page. This is an easy 

way to create a huge 

album, for all of us to 

enjoy. Check us out at: 

http://

www.facebook.com/

sagala.org 

Join SAGA on 

FaceBook! 



5 
The Fall Line Newsletter • October 2013 

© 2007-2013 SAGA Ski Club, Inc. • SAGA Ski Club is a registered California Seller of Travel (CST 209112-40) 

October 2013 

SAGA Fall Line 

To Find 

Out More 

About 

This 

Season’s 

Trips 

Come to 

the 

Vertigo 

Meeting 

October 

13, 2013 

at Gym 

Bar 

CAMPING  PHOTOS  
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SAGA Fall Line OUT-OF-STATE  TRIPS  

Aspen Gay Ski Week 
January 12-19, 2014 

$1195 Early Bird Price; $1299 after 12/1/13 

Aspen Stats: 

Base elevation: 7,945 ft. 

Summit elevation:  

11,212 ft. 

Vertical rise: 3,267 ft. 

Terrain: 675 acres 

Number of trails: 76 

Miles of trails: 64 miles 

Longest run: 3 miles 

Types of trails:  

easiest: 0%  

more difficult: 48% 

most difficult: 26% 

expert: 26% 

Lifts: 8: 6 primary – 1 

gondola (14-minute 

ride), 1 high-speed 

quad, 1 high-speed 

double, 1 quad, 2 

doubles; 2 secondary – 

1 quad, 1 double  

Hey SAGA-guys, welcome to Fall! 
By Baker Terry 

This time of year I start fantasizing about deep 

and fluffy stuff...and places on the mountain 

where you see nothing man-made, just nature's 

elegant flocking of the trees, meadows and rocks. 

Fall's earlier sunsets, chillier temps and moodier 

quality of light – they all key me up for the de-

lights of winter. I'm looking forward to sharing 

them with you guys, so let's take a look at the 

menu! 

First off, Ken has plenty of deep-fried Mammoth 

for your plate, so take a look at all those great 

yummies. Next, though, as your new 

“outtastatetripschair”, this is my first shot at your 

snow-palate. Getting down to it, two great trips 

are set and just waiting to be filled, both Gay Ski 

Weeks and both tried-and-true popular SAGA 

favorites: Aspen and Telluride. These trips have a 

high “recidivism rate” for a reason: they're very 

addictive.  

If you haven't yet skied/boarded Aspen, you owe 

it to yourself to go. As a fanatic skier, I can tell you 

there is no better menu of delicious runs in four 

ski areas. My favorite of the four is Highlands (a 

free bus ride from town), but then I have a weak-

ness for long runs (1700' vertical off one chair), 

beautiful scenery, long Austrian lunches on table 

linen in a hut on the mountain, and a ski-out trail 

with entertainment that's called “the Maroon 

Bells”. I l-o-v-e Aspen Gay Ski Week (http://

gayskiweek.com/), and I don't even do most of 

the parties! Ever tried a hot-hot-hot indoor pool 

party in the winter? You should (and me too). Oh, 

and about those other ski areas: delightful, varied 

Ajax (Aspen Mountain) right at your doorstep, 

nearby Buttermilk (of X Games fame) and enor-

mous Snowmass, with all possible terrain. And 

there's Aspen the town, too, with restaurants, lots 

of them, for all palates and budgets, and shops, 

even a Prada for one (at least) of our members. 

You gotta “do” Aspen at least once in your ski/

board career. Do it gay. Do it this winter. And do it 

with your SAGA buddies and stay with us at Lift 

One Condos (www.liftone.com) convenient to eve-

rything!  
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SAGA Fall Line OUT-OF-STATE  TRIPS  

Telluride 
February 25-March 2, 2014 

$829 Early Bird Price; $929 after 12/1/13 

Telluride Stats: 

Skiable Terrain: 2,000+ 

acres (810+ hectacres) 

Longest Run: 4.6 miles 

(7.4 km) 

Total Trails: 127 

Trail Difficulty: 23% 

Beginner; 36% 

Intermediate; 41% 

Advanced / Expert 

Total Lifts: 18 Total – 2 

high-speed gondolas, 

7 high-speed quads, 

1 fixed quad, 2 triples, 

2 doubles, 2 surface 

lifts and 2 magic 

carpets  

Vertical Drop : 4,425 

feet (1,349 m) 

Lift-Served Vertical 

Drop: 3,845 feet (1,172 

m) 

Elevation: Base – 8,725 

feet (2,659 m) 

Lift-Served: 12,570 

(3,831 m) 

Maximum: 13,150 feet 

(4,008 m) 

Lift Capacity: 22,386+ 

skiers per hour 

Average Annual 

Snowfall: 309 inches 

(789 cm) 

Telluride is like a scaled-down, more intimate 

town and GSW than Aspen. More cozy, as befits 

an old mining town at the end of a box canyon – 

in a setting that will make you think you're in Swit-

zerland. It's the only place I know where a gondola 

is considered a public transit line (and is free); it 

connects the old mining town and chic, European-

style Mountain Village, and it runs 'til at least mid-

night. The skiing/boarding is big (vertical over 

4000') and varied. It's one of the best for distribu-

tion of all levels of runs all over the place; interme-

diates can ski the same lift with experts.  

The Telluride GSW promo dweebs have put to-

gether a kick-ass 2½-minute video that gives you 

a helicopter tour of the mountain, the old and the 

new towns and then gives you some of the unique 

flavor of this GSW. You just gotta go see it: http://

telluridegayskiweek.com then sign up fast to join 

us and our bros at SAGA/San Diego and SAGA/

North for this winner of a trip. But wait, there's 

more! Prices this season are LESS than last: early 

birds (before Dec. 1) get 5 nights lodging at River-

side Condos (right in town, short walk to every-

thing) + 4-day lift pass for $829. Grab it, dudes, 

there's very limited space! Check out Telluride Gay 

Ski  week’s  websi te here :  http ://

telluridegayskiweek.com/ 
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SAGA Fall Line OUT-OF-STATE  TRIPS  

So, OK, you say, what else? 

Here's what:  

♦ Lake Tahoe: Lake Tahoe: Lake Tahoe: Lake Tahoe: We're working on a Lake Tahoe trip 

with budget in mind, planning for 4 ski days in-

cluding the Feb. 8/9 weekend. Guess what that 

neighborhood includes: Heavenly, Squaw Valley, 

Northstar, Kirkwood, Alpine Meadows, Sugar 

Bowl, Mt Rose, and a few additional suspects 

(whew, we should go for two weeks!). Key to sav-

ing on this trip: Southwest flights to Reno (RNO); 

they don't take your retirement to take your stuff.  

♦ Utah: Utah: Utah: Utah: Around late March, for 4 ski days. There are 

so many delicious ways to go that I'm probably 

going to have to use a survey to narrow things 

down. Plus, I'm hoping this trip can include our 

SAGA brethren to the north and south of us.  

♦ Crested Butte: Crested Butte: Crested Butte: Crested Butte: Our friends at SAGA/SD are doing 

a Crested Butte add-on to the front end of the 

Telluride trip (Feb 22 – 25) at a really attractive 

price. I should have details to share with you 

soon. A really great mountain and a storybook 

town that is a national historic something-or-

other, with a real friendly, aw shucks, down-home 

nice vibe.  

♦ Whistler: Whistler: Whistler: Whistler: heard of the place, eh? Well, SAGA/

North has, and we may be able to hook up with 

them for a GSW that is deservedly legendary. The 

GSW runs a 10 A.M. meet-up for skiers of similar 

ability, a wonderful idea that makes finding your 

way around such a gi-normous resort, well, unnec-

essary! Plus, how often do you get to meet and ski 

with a Hot One from Moose Jaw? GSW is Jan 26 – 

Feb 2. 

♦ Europe: Europe: Europe: Europe: Maybe Austrian gay ski week, perhaps 

again in Sölden. Late March. More on that possi-

bility a little later, since I'm not the planner on that 

one. Drop me an email if you want to be kept in-

formed about this one.  

This is your club and I want to hear the input of 

those who want to voice it. Hit me up with ANY 

ideas you have, at outofstatetrips@sagala.org but 

especially about Utah. Also, if you have a core 

group and a destination in mind and would like 

help arranging and maybe growing your trip, ask 

me and I'll try. I really enjoy planning ski trips, and 

have done it many times and to many places, so 

don't be shy.  

Now let's get some crummy weather going to 

deposit white stuff on the mountains. Don't know 

about you, but I really like it when Mammoth 

opens in October – even if I don't go up right 

away to enjoy it.  

Hope to see you at our kick-off meeting, Oct 13 at 

Gym Bar!  

Heavenly Stats: 

At lake level, annual 

snowfall in South Lake 

Tahoe averages 125 

inches. At alpine skiing 

elevations, the 

snowfall averages 300 

to 500 inches each 

year Runs 

With 4,800 acres, 

Heavenly Ski Resort is 

the largest resort in 

California. Heavenly is 

also on Lake Tahoe's 

highest summit at 

10,067 feet. There are 

91 ski trails at 

Heavenly and 29 lifts. 

Having 380 inches of 

average annual 

snowfall and 300 days 

of California sunshine, 

Heavenly is one of the 

most popular ski 

resorts in the U.S.  
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SAGA Fall Line MAMMOTH  TRIPS  

Mammoth Caravan Trips 

Except for President's Weekend below, all week-

end caravan trips arrive on Friday and depart on 

Sunday. Our Caravan trips arrive on Friday after-

noon and depart on Sunday, providing two days 

skiing. These caravan trips include two nights dou-

ble occupancy lodging at 1849 Condos, within 

walking distance from Canyon Lodge with its 

amenities and lifts.  

The price includes lodging, two breakfasts and one 

fabulous cocktail party, with meals and the party 

prepared by members, so you know they will be 

good. Lifts are not included in our Mammoth trips, 

but can be obtained online from Mammoth prior 

to the trip. 

Need a ride or want to drive and need riders; Let 

us know when you sign up or afterward and we 

can help!  

Contact Ken at mammothtrips@sagala.org 

For more information about Mammoth Mountain 

itself go to http://www.mammothmountain.com/  

First Run Caravan Trip 
January 10-12, 2014 

$180 early bird price through 12/9/13, $200 after 

that date. 

Mid-Winter Caravan Trip 

January 24-26, 2014 

$180 early bird price through 12/23/13, $200 after 

that date. 

Last Run Caravan Trip 
April 4-6, 2014 

$180 early bird price through 3/3/14, $200 after 

that date. 

 

President’s Day Weekend Caravan Trip 

February 14-17, 2014 

$415 early bird price through 1/13/14, $455 after that date. 

Arrive on Thursday, depart on Sunday.  

Arrive on Friday, depart on Monday. An extended three day version of our weekend caravan trips, but 

includes three nights lodging, three breakfasts and two cocktail parties prepared by members. Lifts and 

transportation not included.  

Mammoth Stats: 

Over 3,100 vertical feet 

Over 3,500 skiable 

acres 

Over 150 named trails 

Over 300 days of 

sunshine per year 

Top elevation: 11,053 

feet 

28 lifts (includes 9 high 

speed quads, 2 high 

speed six-packs and 3 

high speed gondolas) 



10 
The Fall Line Newsletter • October 2013 

© 2007-2013 SAGA Ski Club, Inc. • SAGA Ski Club is a registered California Seller of Travel (CST 209112-40) 

October 2013 
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Mammoth IV –  

Elevation (Bus or Caravan) 
March 13-16, 2014 

Join us for Tom Whitman’s 12th annual Mammoth Gay 

Ski Week. We arrive on Thursday evening, and depart on Sunday. We offer three options for Elevation: 

♦ Party Bus with lodging and meals 

♦ Caravan with lodging and meals 

♦ Party Bus Ride Only (for those that already have a place to stay but need a ride to and from Mammoth) 

 

Elevation by Party Bus 

No traffic or vehicle issues, just drinks, food and fun getting to and from 

Mammoth. The bus picks up in Long Beach and at the Hollywood Bowl and 

then heads north. En route, we serve cocktails and a light meal and often 

show a movie selected by the passengers. The return trip also includes cock-

tails and a light meal served en route. 

At Mammoth, the Elevation Party Bus option includes three hearty break-

fasts, two great dinners and two festive cocktail parties prepared and served 

by members. The price also includes three nights of double occupancy lodg-

ing at 1849 Condos, within walking distance from Canyon Lodge with its amenities and lifts. Lifts are not 

included in our Mammoth trips, but can be obtained online from Mammoth prior to the trip. 

Elevation by Party Bus: $415 early bird price through 2/12/2014, $455 after that date. 

 

Elevation by Caravan 

Like our other caravan trips, we provide the lodging and some meals on the mountain, and you get to 

Mammoth in your own car or with others that are driving. Need a ride or want to drive and need riders; 

Let us know when you sign up or afterward and we can help! And you may be able to still ride the bus, 

if there is room later. Contact Ken at mammothtrips@sagala.org 

At Mammoth, like the Party Bus option, the Elevation Caravan option includes three hearty breakfasts, 

two great dinners and two festive cocktail parties prepared and served by members. The price also in-

cludes three nights of double occupancy lodging at 1849 Condos, within walking distance from Canyon 

Lodge with its amenities and lifts. Lifts are not included in our Mammoth trips, but can be obtained 

online from Mammoth prior to the trip. 

Elevation by Caravan: $275 early bird price through 2/12/2014, $305 after that date. 

 

Elevation by Party Bus – Ride Only 

The perfect solution if you have a place to stay in Mammoth, but can’t ride with your buddies or don’t 

want to drive. With the Party Bus, there is no traffic or vehicle issues, just drinks, food and fun getting to 

and from Mammoth. The bus picks up in Long Beach and at the Hollywood Bowl and then heads north. 

En route, we serve cocktails and a light meal and often show a movie selected by the passengers. The 

return trip also includes cocktails and a light meal served en route. For Bus Ride Only participants, we 

will drop you and pick you up at the Village or at our condos at 1849 where you arrange your own 

transportation to and from your lodging. 

Elevation by Party Bus Ride Only: $160 Round Trip from Long Beach or Hollywood Bowl Pickup loca-

tions. 

For more 

information 

on 

Elevation, 

click on the 

graphic on 

right side of 

this page 



11 
The Fall Line Newsletter • October 2013 

© 2007-2013 SAGA Ski Club, Inc. • SAGA Ski Club is a registered California Seller of Travel (CST 209112-40) 

October 2013 

SAGA Fall Line TREASURER ’S  REPORT  

CONTRIBUTE  

Have photos or 

articles from trip to 

share? Contact Mike 

Mallory at 

newsletter@sagala.org  

LEAD A TRIP  

Interested in being a 

trip leader in 

Mammoth? Contact 

Ken Slater at 

mammothtrips@sagala.org  

INVITE A 

FRIEND  

Know someone who 

would like to join 

SAGA? Direct them to 

our website where it’s 

easy to sign up. 

The annual internal audit of SAGA Ski Club’s books 

was completed for this past Fiscal Year (June 1, 

2012 to May 31, 2013) and the Club’s federal and 

state tax returns have been filed. The Club began 

with a cash and prepaid lodging balance of 

$42,237 and ended with $44,944, a net change of 

cash and prepaid lodging of $2,707.. Over many 

years our cash reserves range from $10,000 to 

$40,000. These funds are used to pay deposits on 

events and ski trips prior to receiving payment 

from members. Although we work hard to avoid it, 

the reserve also provides a buffer when the occa-

sional trip loses money. 

Overall, the club had revenue of $61,766 and ex-

penses of $59,059. Of this, $7,277 was for adminis-

trative expenses; the balance went to the cost of 

trips and events. Administrative expenses include 

general meeting and Board meeting costs, web 

site maintenance, insurance, printing, postage, 

paypal fees, required State fees, State and Federal 

Tax Returns Fees and Pride festival booths and 

admission and other costs for recruiting new 

members. 

Board members are not paid monetary compensa-

tion for service as an officer or Board Member. 

SAGA maintains a long-standing policy of waiving 

membership dues during the year of board ser-

vice, and waives fees for participation in holiday 

and pool parties. Prior to the 2010-2011 board 

elections, SAGA implemented a ten percent (10%) 

trip discount to board members where trips are 

booked through SAGA’s D.T. registration software. 

These concessions have been implemented not 

only to recognize the contribution of SAGA board 

members, but also to recruit volunteers for Board 

positions. The Club also pays the costs of the an-

nual pre-season retreat, where the Board plans the 

next season’s policies, trips and events. These 

costs consist primarily of lodging and food. In ad-

dition, the Club covers the cost of food for Board 

meetings when held at an Officer’s homes.  

Remember, guys – this is your Club and your mon-

ey. The Board is charged with the fiduciary respon-

sibility of managing funds for the good of the 

whole organization. If you have any questions or 

suggestions about the Club’s finances or opera-

tions, please contact The Treasurer 

(treasurer@sagala.org) or any other officer 

(board@sagala.org) and we will address your con�

cern. If you have business, financial, accounting or 

database experience, we encourage you to partici-

pate on the Board and in our annual audit. Please 

contact the Treasurer or a Board member.  

The Board wishes to acknowledge Treasurer, Rob-

ert Sutton, for his dedication to SAGA and his 

three years of service in helping the Club maintain 

its financial records. Well done, Robert!  

2012–2013 Fiscal Year  

Every year, SAGA let’s its members know where the club stands financially. 
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The Real SAGAns of Catalina 
By Chris Park 

When SAGA announced day tripping to Catalina Island in July, I jumped at the chance. Sure, being the 

world traveler that I am; been there many times. Love it, and went again. So, here’s my article:  

Coordinated by James Renny Caleca, who did a great job organizing and keeping us twenty boys on 

schedule, the trip started with a fun one-hour ferry ride from Long Beach.  Because we are all special, we 

sat in the first class section, which was above the riffraff on the first deck. Of course, there was a window 

out to the lower deck area, which meant curious people peeping in at us while I sipped my martini in my 

leather seat and relative comfort. The boat stewardess was very smart, making constant dashes to us 

keeping up with our many drink orders. One other fun thing on the boat ride over was the water-skier 

flying by our boat racing from the island to the mainland.   

If you haven’t spent time on Catalina, you should. And the weather that day could not have been more 

perfect, it was overcast, but warm. The main town of Avalon Harbor is so beautiful and peaceful, with 

the iconic rotund casino and plenty of small shops to buy novelty glasses and straw hats. No the casino, 

it isn’t a real casino with gambling, but a 30’s art deco gem with large dance hall on top, and movie 

house on bottom.  

Let loose on the island, most of us headed toward Catalina Tours to get our rentals, either an electric 

bike or golf cart. I’ve done the cart, which is fun. But, the bike gets you exercise as we all found out. I 

had never electric-biked before, and assumed all you do is push a button (and act like you are ped-

dling). But oh, no! It does boost you up some hills, but you still have to REALLY pedal, I was breaking a 

sweat and it was only 11am! We did the key tourist routes around Avalon, up to Wrigley’s garden, and 

If you’re a FaceBooker, 

you know how it can 

link people together 

and quickly spread the 

word about fun 

events. This season, 

we hope to connect 

all of our members to 

this popular 

networking site. 

Right now, there are a 

few great air fares 

posted to our wall, 

that you all should 

know about. When 

you post your snow 

photos to your own 

page, be sure to Tag 

SAGA in the photo, so 

it will also link to our 

page. This is an easy 

way to create a huge 

album, for all of us to 

enjoy. Check us out at: 

http://

www.facebook.com/

sagala.org 

Join SAGA on 

FaceBook! 

CATALINA   

Continued on next page 
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up two large hills overlooking the town. We watched Zip-liners scream down their lines and took 

group shots at the top of all the vistas. There were a few mishaps in the group, but no casualties, like 

Chris Hogan having a problem with his electric bike losing power; he had to double back to the rental 

place, but caught up with us later on. A few bicyclers raced ahead and got lost…. You should always 

stay with the group and be social, even if we were a bit slower. A few less sweaty travelers did the slow 

golf cart, and we all laughed at them until we got to those hills, they quickly caught up to us while we 

were puffing away on our bikes. 

After a two hours of peddling on our cardio workout for the day, we were free to invade the town. 

Some went straight to the beach to get their drink on, some shopped (there is a lot of nautical bric-a-

brac if you enjoy that type of fair). The smart ones headed to the seafood restaurants (like me and my 

friends, Andy and Rick, from SAGA San Diego) we may have waited a fair bit, but having a beer and 

burger by the water never tasted so good, especially after working for the last two hours pedaling up-

hill!  

After our lunch break, we regrouped at a chartered boat cruise to see porpoises. Boy, did we ever! The 

captain took us to their feeding ground, and they were everywhere, they swam with the boat, and were 

so close we could almost touch them. Someone had the brilliant idea that the group should haul heavy 

coolers everywhere on this trip, seemed like one cooler for each of us, which I thought was so unnec-

essary and stupid………….until I got thirsty and the munchies. Then, the coolers seemed like a great 

idea. I definitely got my money’s worth. We had drinks and snacks on the boat ride that made the thrill 

of watching the water seem like a luxurious afternoon triste. I think I may have see one or two fall off 

the boat, but I didn’t tell anyone since we didn’t have time to deal with their clumsiness. Well they 

were hanging over that edge like giggly school girls snapping all those photos…..be sure to check the 

Facebook Page for mine! 

After the intoxicating chartered boat we headed to Luau Larry’s for some well-deserved cocktails, while 

others went into town to finish their shopping. Then we headed back to the dock to take our ferry ride 

back to Long Beach, in style of course. One great thing about first class is, you do not have to wait in 

the regular line; you waltz right by them all, waving and smiling. And, carrying those thank-god-now-

lighter coolers.  

The ride back had some drama and some budding romance, which I would love to gossip about, but I 

won’t in this article. If you’re lucky enough to have my phone number, call me directly and I’ll dish. Or, 

just watch what I posted on YouTube. 

The Real SAGAns of Catalina 
Continued from previous page 



14 
The Fall Line Newsletter • October 2013 

© 2007-2013 SAGA Ski Club, Inc. • SAGA Ski Club is a registered California Seller of Travel (CST 209112-40) 

October 2013 

SAGA Fall Line CATALINA  PHOTOS  



15 
The Fall Line Newsletter • October 2013 

© 2007-2013 SAGA Ski Club, Inc. • SAGA Ski Club is a registered California Seller of Travel (CST 209112-40) 

October 2013 

SAGA Fall Line SUMMER  POOL  PARTY  PHOTOS  
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Aspen 1979 

Those of you who took part in SAGA events last 

year will recall that we installed a new software 

system a year ago for reservations. It was not by 

choice, as our previous vendor of this service 

closed down in March 2012, but it has been for 

the better in the long run, as we have more con-

trol on the new system and lower costs. Our Web-

master, Fred Kilby, selected and installed our new 

system using off the shelf modular software, and it 

has served us well for the past year. 

The functionality of the new system is essentially 

the same as before, but the menus and pages will 

be different. And if you have not used this new 

system since we migrated to it a year ago, you will 

likely need a new username and password for the 

new system.  

Thanks to Fred for a great job in keeping our web-

site humming along. 

Vertigo   

October 13 

Wine Tasting in the  

Santa Ynez Valley 

October 20 

Vertigo  

November 11 

Long Beach Vertigo 

November 18 

Upcoming Events: 

V INTAGE  SAGA PHOTO  

NEW  S IGNUP  SYSTEM  


