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Aspen 

SAGA Vertigo Meetings  
LA: Rockwell/Vermont, November 10—LB: Renaissance Hotel, November 24 

Join us at Vertigo- our monthly member meeting on Sunday November 10th at 5:00 PM 

to 7:00 PM at Rockwell, behind the Vermont Restaurant & Bar on Vermont Avenue near 

Hollywood Boulevard. Conveniently located on the Red Line for those of you clever 

enough to use public transportation. This month we will be meeting in the back of the 

bar. Watch some football, catch up with old and new friends, swap tall tales and get 

psyched for the season ahead. Trip announcements and sign-ups will be available. Pro-

spective members always welcome! 

A special Vertigo for our Long Beach & south-

erly members and friends. Join Sunday No-

vember 24 at 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM at us at the 

SIP Lounge at the Renaissance Hotel. The address is 111 E. Ocean Blvd. (corner of Ocean 

Blvd. & Pine Ave.). We will be meeting on the outdoor patio by the fire pit (weather per-

mitting). Both members and guests are welcome. Catch up with old & new friends, re-

gale all with tales of your exploits on (and off) the slopes and most importantly plan 

your season and sign up for trips. Prospective members always welcome! 

Inside the Fall Line 

A Message from SAGA ............... 2 

Wine Tasting Trip Report ...... 3-4 
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CONTRIBUTE  

Have photos or 

articles from trip to 

share? Contact Mike 

Mallory at 

newsletter@sagala.org  

LEAD A TRIP  

Interested in being a 

trip leader in 

Mammoth? Contact 

Ken Slater at 

mammothtrips@sagala.org  

INVITE A 

FRIEND  

Know someone who 

would like to join 

SAGA? Direct them to 

our website where it’s 

easy to sign up. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

We at SAGA are thankful for all our 

members and those members that vol-

unteer for the board! 

Our members support allows us to keep 

this social group going by allowing us to 

pay deposits on lodging, pay for and run 

the website, along with all the costs asso-

ciated with running the club, we also get 

great deals at resorts with the promise of 

filling trips. This platform also allows gay 

men an outlet for socializing that goes 

beyond the bars and clubs, giving a di-

verse group of people a chance to get to 

know each other in a relaxed and care-

free setting. 

Our Board Members work hard as a 

group to get the best deals for our mem-

bers and put the finishing touches on 

these trips and events that turn them 

from strangers attending an event, to 

lifelong friends getting together for good 

times, raucous stories and warm feelings. 

Enjoy your friends and family this 

Thanksgiving! 

From SAGA Ski & Snowboard Club  

2013-2014 SAGA Board 

President:  
Don Wildy 

president@sagala.org  

Treasurer:  
Robert Sutton 
treasurer@sagala.org  

Secretary:  
Doug Workman 
secretary@sagala.org  

Technology:  
Fred Kilby  

webmaster@sagala.org  

Out-of-State Trips  
Baker Terry 

outofstatetrips@sagala.org  

Mammoth Trips:  
Ken Slater  

mammothtrips@sagala.org  

Social Rec:  
James Renny Caleca  

social@sagala.org 

Membership/Marketing:  
Logan Meyer 

membership@sagala.org 

Newsletter:  
Mike Mallory 

communications@sagala.org 
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Wine Touring in Style  
by Jeff Ashley 

Dearest Dorothy,  

Me and about 16 of our closest friends had fabu-

lous trip today. We got on this bus REALLY, RE-

ALLY early (I'm talking before my Saturday night's 

surprise guest even woke up) and headed for this 

quaint little wine town called Los Olivios. We ar-

rived so early that the whole town was still sleep-

ing off their hangovers. Up here they don't roll 

out of bed until 11! Civilized, right?! So there we 

were, wandering around town like a small mob of 

tourists, desperately needing a drink to wake up; 

when finally the tasting begun at Dragonette Cellars opened the door. After the third or fourth glass of 

wine we noticed how nice the Somlyay was. We tasted 6 glasses of wine, but some of them had to be 

tasted twice just to be sure. That nice guy let us keep our wine glass as a souvenir and even wrapped 

them up for us. But, Dorothy dear, one of your friends told him "You wrap like a strait guy." 

From there; we walked in an almost straight line to Andrew Murray Vineyards' tasting room. One of your 

friends dropped his glass on their decorator accent rug, but the rest of us shored up our livers and 

drank our way through a half dozen or more glasses of various colors of wine. They all tasted SOOOO 

GOOD by then!! 

This is where it starts to get a little bit blurry. I think we all went different directions in search of carbs 

and fat to dissolve some of that alcohol. I ended up in a hardware store called “SIDES” and found myself 

eating a pork wiener schnitzel sandwich there. Go figure! I brought half of it home for you. 

After lunch our driver had moved the bus on us. SURPRISE! A few of your friends toyed with the idea of 

getting out of town with a pack of bikers that had rode in. But then some killjoy spotted the bus, and 

herded us all back onboard.  

Without even time for a facial and massage, Dorothy, we were suddenly at yet another winery this time 

out of town in those hills. Oh yeah it was called, Beckman, I think. All’s I remember is they had big vats 

of fermented grapes all ready to go into this big steel presser thingy. Of course, all of us “I Love Lucy’s” 

were dying to strip down and stomp those grapes right then & there but the owner lured us away with; 

you-guessed-it; more wine. Wheee! Fortunately, we never really sobered up after the morning tippling, 

so this was just what we needed to sharpen our senses.  

That should have been enough; but NO, Dorothy dear, from there we all went reeling right over to But-

tonwood Farm, another winery! Here we were waited on by this incredibly tall, dark, and handsome stud 

took us all aside for a personal pouring. I can’t speak for all the others, but I just HAD to taste every-

thing Joe had to offer. Twice. OK, three times. I gave him your number Dorothy Dearest. Let me know if 

he rings you up, won’t you??? 

So now were heading back home. Do you think anyone could get a drink on this sorry excuse for a party 

bus? But, No, they are all sleeping; Huh, Honestly! By the time we get home I’ll be so sober I could prob-

ably use a drink! 

Hugs from all your friends. 

2013 FALL  W INE  TASTING  PHOTOS  

Vertigo  

November 10 

Long Beach Vertigo 

November 24 

Holiday Party 

December 14 

Upcoming Events: 
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SAGA Fall Line 2013 FALL  W INE  TASTING  REPORT  

If you’re a FaceBooker, 

you know how it can 

link people together 

and quickly spread the 

word about fun 

events. This season, 

we hope to connect 

all of our members to 

this popular 

networking site. 

Right now, there are a 

few great air fares 

posted to our wall, 

that you all should 

know about. When 

you post your snow 

photos to your own 

page, be sure to Tag 

SAGA in the photo, so 

it will also link to our 

page. This is an easy 

way to create a huge 

album, for all of us to 

enjoy. Check us out at: 

http://

www.facebook.com/

sagala.org 

Join SAGA on 

FaceBook! 
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Aspen Gay Ski Week 
January 12-19, 2014 

$1195 Early Bird Price; $1299 after 12/1/13 

Aspen Mtn (Ajax) 

Stats: 

Vertical: 3267 ft. 

Area: 675 acres 

Terrain Breakdown: 

♦ Beginner: 0% 

♦ Intermediate 48% 

♦ Advanced: 28% 

♦ Expert: 26% 

Aspen Snowmass 

Stats: 

Vertical: 4409 ft. 

Area: 3332 acres 

Terrain Breakdown: 

♦ Beginner: 6% 

♦ Intermediate 47% 

♦ Advanced: 17% 

♦ Expert: 30% 

Aspen Highland 

Stats: 

Vertical: 3636 ft. 

Area: 1040 acres 

Terrain Breakdown: 

♦ Beginner: 18% 

♦ Intermediate 30% 

♦ Advanced: 16% 

♦ Expert: 36% 

Check out those websites, SAGAboyz, snow's startin' to fly! 
By Baker Terry 

Aspen and Telluride are open for sign-ups, and 

we're about to open up Tahoe (Feb. 5 to 9) too. 

Aspen's filled one condo and we're into another, 

so especially if you want that Saturday pool party, 

better sign up now. And, uh, dudes, not pushing 

anything here, but if you would like an actual first-

time-legal Rocky Mountain high (not just from the 

powder), our two Colorado trips . . . well, you get 

the idea. (It's “local option” and Telluride in partic-

ular will have potshops in town fer sure.)  

Utah, for late March, is still in planning and if you 

don't speak up soon, I will impose my will: stay in 

or near Utah's maximum snow-scooper also 

known as Little Cottonwood Canyon, home to 

Snowbird and Alta, with next-door Big Cotton-

wood being home to Solitude and Brighton. So, 

talk to me on that one – especially if you crave the 

bright lights of Salt Lake or Park -- or forever hold 

your peace. OK, men, to the details! 

If you haven't yet skied/boarded Aspen, you owe 

it to yourself to go. As a fanatic skier, I can tell you 

there is no better menu of delicious runs in four 

ski areas. My favorite of the four is Highlands (a 

free bus ride from town), but then I have a weak-

ness for long runs (1700' vertical off one chair), 

beautiful scenery, long Austrian lunches on table 

linen in a hut on the mountain, and a ski-out trail 

with entertainment that's called “the Maroon 

Bells”. I l-o-v-e Aspen Gay Ski Week (http://

gayskiweek.com/), and I don't even do most of 

the parties! Ever tried a hot-hot-hot indoor pool 

party in the winter? You should (and me too). Oh, 

and about those other ski areas: delightful, varied 

Ajax (Aspen Mountain) right at your doorstep, 

nearby Buttermilk (of X Games fame) and enor-

mous Snowmass, with all possible terrain. And 

there's Aspen the town, too, with restaurants, lots 

of them, for all palates and budgets, and shops, 

even a Prada for one (at least) of our members. 

You gotta “do” Aspen at least once in your ski/

board career. Do it gay. Do it this winter. And do it 

with your SAGA buddies and stay with us at Lift 

One Condos (www.liftone.com) convenient to eve-

rything!  
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SAGA Fall Line OUT-OF-STATE  TRIPS  

Telluride 
February 25-March 2, 2014 

$829 Early Bird Price; $929 after 12/1/13 

Telluride Stats: 

Skiable Terrain: 2,000+ 

acres (810+ hectacres) 

Longest Run: 4.6 miles 

(7.4 km) 

Total Trails: 127 

Trail Difficulty: 23% 

Beginner; 36% 

Intermediate; 41% 

Advanced / Expert 

Total Lifts: 18 Total – 2 

high-speed gondolas, 

7 high-speed quads, 

1 fixed quad, 2 triples, 

2 doubles, 2 surface 

lifts and 2 magic 

carpets  

Vertical Drop : 4,425 

feet (1,349 m) 

Lift-Served Vertical 

Drop: 3,845 feet (1,172 

m) 

Elevation: Base – 8,725 

feet (2,659 m) 

Lift-Served: 12,570 

(3,831 m) 

Maximum: 13,150 feet 

(4,008 m) 

Lift Capacity: 22,386+ 

skiers per hour 

Average Annual 

Snowfall: 309 inches 

(789 cm) 

Telluride is like a scaled-down, more intimate 

town and GSW than Aspen. More cozy, as befits 

an old mining town at the end of a box canyon – 

in a setting that will make you think you're in Swit-

zerland. It's the only place I know where a gondola 

is considered a public transit line (and is free); it 

connects the old mining town and chic, European-

style Mountain Village, and it runs 'til at least mid-

night. The skiing/boarding is big (vertical over 

4000') and varied. It's one of the best for distribu-

tion of all levels of runs all over the place; interme-

diates can ski the same lift with experts. And those 

experts can literally climb a stairway to heaven – 

after a 20-minute hike at 12000+ feet!  

The Telluride GSW promo dweebs have put to-

gether a kick-ass 2½-minute video that gives you 

a helicopter tour of the mountain, the old and the 

new towns and then gives you some of the unique 

flavor of this GSW. You just gotta go see it: http://

telluridegayskiweek.com then sign up fast to join 

us and our bros at SAGA/San Diego and SAGA/

North for this winner of a trip. But wait, there's 

more! Prices this season are LESS than last: early 

birds (before Dec. 1) get 5 nights lodging at River-

side Condos (right in town, short walk to every-

thing) + 4-day lift pass for $829. Grab it, dudes, 

there's very limited space! Check out Telluride Gay 

Ski  week’s  websi te here :  http ://

telluridegayskiweek.com/ 
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SAGA Fall Line OUT-OF-STATE  TRIPS  

The Fall Line is a 

publication of SAGA 

LA. SAGA is a non-

profit volunteer-run 

organization that was 

one of the first gay-

centered sports 

organizations in the 

United Sates. Each 

year we organize ski/

snowboard trips, 

camping trips, parties 

and other social 

events, and we hold 

regular meetings in 

Los Angeles and Long 

Beach during the non-

summer months. Our 

postal address is:  

P.O. Box 93-1207,  

Los Angeles, CA 

90093.  

© 2007-2013 SAGA 

Ski Club, Inc.  

Lake Tahoe 
February 5-9, 2014 

$599 Early Bird Price; $675 after 12/1/13 

For this budget-minded trip, get a cheap flight to 

Reno (RNO) on Weds., Feb. 5. We'll stay 4 nights 

in townhouses (with lake views and hot tubs!) 

about a mile from the casino district at south 

shore, then fly home Sun., Feb. 9. We've reserved 

4WD SUVs to get around, and will include 3-day 

ski pass for Heavenly/Kirkwood/Northstar and 

leave 4th day open (Squaw? Alpine? Mt Rose? 

Shopping? Gambling? – just to name a few possi-

bles). This trip should be priced and open for  

signups by the time you read these words, so 

check the website trips section!  

Utah 

Late March, for 4 ski days. If you want a say, email 

me at: outofstatetrips@sagala.org soon – espe-

cially if you want “city” life in Park or Salt Lake. If 

there's no groundswell in that or some other di-

rection, we'll likely head to Snowbird and either 

stay in ski-in/ski-out townhouses, or a cheaper 

condo option at the mouth of the canyon. We're 

hoping to put this together as a true all-SAGAs 

trip including our brethren to the north and south.  

Crested Butte: 

Get the jump on that Telluride trip by starting with 

3 days skiing this scenic spot with a laid-back vibe. 

Our brothers at SAGA/San Diego have it all 

planned out. Condos at the base Feb. 22, 23 and 

24 + 3-day CB ski pass. Then ride their bus into 

Telluride for GSW! $460. To do this, check them 

out: http://www.sagasd.com/Trips_Details.asp?

TripID=102 and book a flight to Gunnison (GUC) 

on Feb. 22 (instead of MTJ or TEX on Feb. 25). 

Easy! Varied mountain with plenty of intermediate 

runs, steeps, hike-to Teocalli Bowl and a way-kewl 

ice bar for liquid refreshment!  

Whistler 

Heard of the place, eh? Well, SAGA/North has, and 

we may be able to hook up with them for a GSW 

that is deservedly legendary. The GSW runs a 10 

A.M. meet-up for skiers of similar ability, a won-

derful idea that makes finding your way around 

such a gi-normous resort, well, unnecessary! Plus, 

how often do you get to meet and ski with a Hot 

One from Moose Jaw? GSW is Jan 26 – Feb 2. 

This is your club and I want to hear the input of 

those who want to voice it. Hit me up with ANY 

ideas you have, at outofstatetrips@sagala.org but 

especially about Utah. Also, if you have a core 

group and a destination in mind and would like 

help arranging and maybe growing your trip, ask 

me and I'll try. I really enjoy planning ski trips, and 

have done it many times and to many places, so 

don't be shy.  

Hope to see you at our kick-off meeting, Novem-

ber 10th at the Rockwell/Vermont!  
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Mammoth Caravan Trips 

Except for President's Weekend below, all week-

end caravan trips arrive on Friday and depart on 

Sunday. Our Caravan trips arrive on Friday after-

noon and depart on Sunday, providing two days 

skiing. These caravan trips include two nights dou-

ble occupancy lodging at 1849 Condos, within 

walking distance from Canyon Lodge with its 

amenities and lifts.  

The price includes lodging, two breakfasts and one 

fabulous cocktail party, with meals and the party 

prepared by members, so you know they will be 

good. Lifts are not included in our Mammoth trips, 

but can be obtained online from Mammoth prior 

to the trip. 

Need a ride or want to drive and need riders; Let 

us know when you sign up or afterward and we 

can help!  

Contact Ken at mammothtrips@sagala.org 

For more information about Mammoth Mountain 

itself go to http://www.mammothmountain.com/  

First Run Caravan Trip 

January 10-12, 2014 

$180 early bird price through 12/9/13, $200 after 

that date. 

Mid-Winter Caravan Trip 

January 24-26, 2014 

$180 early bird price through 12/23/13, $200 after 

that date. 

Last Run Caravan Trip 

April 4-6, 2014 

$180 early bird price through 3/3/14, $200 after 

that date. 

 

President’s Day Weekend Caravan Trip 

February 14-17, 2014 

$415 early bird price through 1/13/14, $455 after that date. 

Arrive on Thursday, depart on Sunday.  

Arrive on Friday, depart on Monday. An extended three day version of our weekend caravan trips, but 

includes three nights lodging, three breakfasts and two cocktail parties prepared by members. Lifts and 

transportation not included.  

Mammoth Stats: 

Over 3,100 vertical feet 

Over 3,500 skiable 

acres 

Over 150 named trails 

Over 300 days of 

sunshine per year 

Top elevation: 11,053 

feet 

28 lifts (includes 9 high 

speed quads, 2 high 

speed six-packs and 3 

high speed gondolas) 
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Mammoth IV –  

Elevation (Bus or Caravan) 
March 13-16, 2014 

Join us for Tom Whitman’s 12th annual Mammoth Gay 

Ski Week. We arrive on Thursday evening, and depart on Sunday. We offer three options for Elevation: 

♦ Party Bus with lodging and meals 

♦ Caravan with lodging and meals 

♦ Party Bus Ride Only (for those that already have a place to stay but need a ride to and from Mammoth) 

 

Elevation by Party Bus 

No traffic or vehicle issues, just drinks, food and fun getting to and from 

Mammoth. The bus picks up in Long Beach and at the Hollywood Bowl and 

then heads north. En route, we serve cocktails and a light meal and often 

show a movie selected by the passengers. The return trip also includes cock-

tails and a light meal served en route. 

At Mammoth, the Elevation Party Bus option includes three hearty break-

fasts, two great dinners and two festive cocktail parties prepared and served 

by members. The price also includes three nights of double occupancy lodg-

ing at 1849 Condos, within walking distance from Canyon Lodge with its amenities and lifts. Lifts are not 

included in our Mammoth trips, but can be obtained online from Mammoth prior to the trip. 

Elevation by Party Bus: $415 early bird price through 2/12/2014, $455 after that date. 

 

Elevation by Caravan 

Like our other caravan trips, we provide the lodging and some meals on the mountain, and you get to 

Mammoth in your own car or with others that are driving. Need a ride or want to drive and need riders; 

Let us know when you sign up or afterward and we can help! And you may be able to still ride the bus, 

if there is room later. Contact Ken at mammothtrips@sagala.org 

At Mammoth, like the Party Bus option, the Elevation Caravan option includes three hearty breakfasts, 

two great dinners and two festive cocktail parties prepared and served by members. The price also in-

cludes three nights of double occupancy lodging at 1849 Condos, within walking distance from Canyon 

Lodge with its amenities and lifts. Lifts are not included in our Mammoth trips, but can be obtained 

online from Mammoth prior to the trip. 

Elevation by Caravan: $275 early bird price through 2/12/2014, $305 after that date. 

 

Elevation by Party Bus – Ride Only 

The perfect solution if you have a place to stay in Mammoth, but can’t ride with your buddies or don’t 

want to drive. With the Party Bus, there is no traffic or vehicle issues, just drinks, food and fun getting to 

and from Mammoth. The bus picks up in Long Beach and at the Hollywood Bowl and then heads north. 

En route, we serve cocktails and a light meal and often show a movie selected by the passengers. The 

return trip also includes cocktails and a light meal served en route. For Bus Ride Only participants, we 

will drop you and pick you up at the Village or at our condos at 1849 where you arrange your own 

transportation to and from your lodging. 

Elevation by Party Bus Ride Only: $160 Round Trip from Long Beach or Hollywood Bowl Pickup loca-

tions. 

For more 

information 

on 

Elevation, 

click on the 

Elevation 

graphic on 

right side of 

this page 
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Matterhorn – 2001 

V INTAGE  SAGA PHOTO  

Please join us for the 2013 Holiday Party!  

As the Ski Season fast approaches, we all look 

forward to the snow that looms within our sights. 

Come meet and catch up with all your snow 

buddies as we gather at a lovely home in the 

Hollywood Hills to celebrate the upcoming Winter 

Season! On Saturday, December 14, 2013, SAGA 

Ski & Snowboard Club will host our Annual 

Holiday Party are available at the www.sagala.org 

website for $20! You can also purchase them at 

the door the day of the event for $25. Come out 

and share some holiday cheer with all your ski & 

snowboard friends, all are invited; members and 

non-members. See you there! 

HOLIDAY  PARTY  


