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Mamm�h 2014 

SAGA Vertigo Meetings  
Rockwell/Vermont, March 9th 

Please join your club and friends at Vertigo on Sunday, March 9th, at Rockwell 

in Los Feliz (LA) for a great get together with updates from previous trips and 

news on upcoming trips. With the huge snow event up in Mammoth, Elevation 

is beginning to look like it might be a sell out... Be there at Rockwell to organize 

your trip (bus? caravan? roommates? etc.).  

Friends up in Mammoth this last weekend report amazing snow totals so we are 

looking forward to a great (late) season. Join us! 

Rockwell, 1714 N. Vermont, Los Angeles 

5 PM Start 
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SAGA Fall Line 

CONTRIBUTE  

Have photos or 

articles from trip to 

share? Contact Mike 

Mallory at 

newsletter@sagala.org  

LEAD A TRIP  

Interested in being a 

trip leader in 

Mammoth? Contact 

Ken Slater at 

mammothtrips@sagala.org  

INVITE A 

FRIEND  

Know someone who 

would like to join 

SAGA? Direct them to 

our website where it’s 

easy to sign up. 

2013-2014 SAGA Board 

President:  

Don Wildy 
president@sagala.org  

Treasurer:  

Robert Sutton 
treasurer@sagala.org  

Secretary:  

Doug Workman 
secretary@sagala.org  

Technology:  

Fred Kilby  
webmaster@sagala.org  

Out-of-State Trips  

Baker Terry 
outofstatetrips@sagala.org  

Mammoth Trips:  

Ken Slater  
mammothtrips@sagala.org  

Social Rec:  

James Renny Caleca  
social@sagala.org 

Membership/Marketing:  

Logan Meyer 
membership@sagala.org 

Newsletter:  

Mike Mallory 
communications@sagala.org 

President’s Message 

Greetings fellow depressed skiers and boarders. Good 

news. It appears as though the snow gods have truly 

smiled down upon us. For lo, there is snow at Mam-

moth. Those of you brave souls who were courageous 

enough to sign up for our Mammoth Elevation's Bus 

or Caravan trips shall be rewarded with a fully opera-

tional mountain and open ski runs. I encourage all of 

you to participate / sign up for the remaining SAGA 

Ski Trips. Don't let the season pass you by!! I'll see ya 

out there!  

Don Wildy 

President 
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SAGA Fall Line MAMMOTH  MOUNTAIN  I S  RAMPING  UP  BUSINESS !!  

By James Renny Caleca 

If you’re a FaceBooker, 

you know how it can 

link people together 

and quickly spread the 

word about fun 

events. This season, 

we hope to connect 

all of our members to 

this popular 

networking site. 

Right now, there are a 

few great air fares 

posted to our wall, 

that you all should 

know about. When 

you post your snow 

photos to your own 

page, be sure to Tag 

SAGA in the photo, so 

it will also link to our 

page. This is an easy 

way to create a huge 

album, for all of us to 

enjoy. Check us out at: 

http://

www.facebook.com/

sagala.org 

Join SAGA on 

FaceBook! 

Having grown on the East Coast, skiing was less a 

fun sport and more of a trial. One would have to 

travel to Vermont or the Catskills in order to avoid 

the ice and slush of New York State. I ended up 

learning on and mastering ice and slush as a 

young adult. One could never really escape those 

conditions; they seemed to be forever present 

along with blistering cold the further north you 

traveled. Don’t get me wrong, I still LOVED skiing! I 

would fantasize about flying down the slopes at 

ungodly speed, and envied the athletes I would 

watch on the Olympics as they race the Slalom or 

NOW compete in Slope-style! Those ideal condi-

tions were just not my experience, until I moved 

out to the West Coast. 

Since joining SAGA in 2006 and learning to Snow-

board on one of their “LEARN TO SKI” trips….I was 

hooked! And, I never picked up my skis again. 

Snowboarding is the closest I have ever come to 

that feeling of racing down the mountain that I 

always dreamed about in my youth. Maybe it was 

snowboarding….Maybe it was the West 

Coast…..Maybe it was MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN!  

I have been skiing at Mammoth this season since 

Thanksgiving, it was not the snow that I have come 

to love in California, but it still beat the best East 

Coast conditions of a similar nature. It was very 

much like Spring Skiing, the Mountain was cold 

enough so the snow would not melt, but you 

could tell the base was thin…or rather my board 

scraping against pebbles would alert me the base 

was thin. Still it was very ski-able at mid-mountain. 

And I thoroughly enjoyed it! 

It is no secret that California has had a drought 

this year, snow that usually comes in December 

has been held off by an Arctic Ridge that pushed 

cold weather east of us to places like Texas and 

Georgia! FINALLY we have had significant snowfall 

at Mammoth Mountain, just in time for Gay Ski 

Week at Mammoth - Elevation 2014! Mammoth is 

reporting an additional accumulation of 4’ at the 

summit! The base is reported to be 65” to 95”. 

Conditions on the Mountain are the best they 

have been all season! 

All the lifts have been opened and the back bowl is 

divine! Along with Cornice and Dave’s Run that are 

fantastic thrills that cannot disappoint! We look 

forward to Hosting the Elevation 2014 skiers and 

snowboarders this year at 1849 Condos, we have 

the bus all gassed up and your cocktails on ice just 

waiting for you to join the party. This year’s festivi-

ties will not disappoint because the snow is here 

and we are just waiting for you to join us!!!! 

See you at Après Ski! Cheers!  
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SAGA Fall Line COSTCO  MAMMOTH  D ISCOUNT  L IFT  T ICKETS  

Vertigo 

March 9 

Elevation: Mammoth 

March 13-16 

Mammoth Caravan 

April 4-6 

Vertigo  

(Board Nominations) 

April 13 

Vertigo  

(Board Elections) 

May 11 

Upcoming Events: 
Discount 3 of 4 day lift tickets are available at select 

Costco stores for $217.99. This pass sells for $263 

at the Mammoth ticket counter. In past years SAGA 

joined with two other ski clubs to purchase group 

lift tickets for our Elevation trips. We worked 

together in order to meet minimum purchase 

requirements, but the Costco option is lower in cost 

and much less hassle to purchase, so we no longer 

do group purchases.  

If you plan to go on the three day Bus or Caravan 

Mammoth 4 Elevation trip in March, consider 

purchasing your lift ticket through Costco. You will 

receive a coupon that you exchange at Mammoth 

for the three of four day pass. If you are not a 

Costco member, perhaps you should find a friend 

that is. 

Elevation is also selling 3 of 4 days for $215, $3 less 

than Costco, and many of us do not have Costco 

memberships. Tom Whitman's site for Elevation lift 

tickets is:  

http://www.mammothgayski.com/tickets14.html  

Mammoth 1986 

V INTAGE  SAGA PHOTO  
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SAGA Fall Line MAMMOTH  TRIPS  

Mammoth Caravan Trips 

All weekend caravan trips arrive on Friday and de-

part on Sunday. Our Caravan trips arrive on Friday 

afternoon and depart on Sunday, providing two 

days skiing. These caravan trips include two nights 

double occupancy lodging at 1849 Condos, within 

walking distance from Canyon Lodge with its amen-

ities and lifts.  

The price includes lodging, two breakfasts and one 

fabulous cocktail party, with meals and the party 

prepared by members, so you know they will be 

good. Lifts are not included in our Mammoth trips, but can be obtained online from Mammoth prior to 

the trip. 

Need a ride or want to drive and need riders; Let 

us know when you sign up or afterward and we 

can help!  

Contact Ken at mammothtrips@sagala.org 

For more information about Mammoth Mountain 

itself go to http://www.mammothmountain.com/  

Last Run Caravan Trip 
April 4-6, 2014 

$200 

Mammoth Stats: 

Over 3,100 vertical feet 

Over 3,500 skiable 

acres 

Over 150 named trails 

Over 300 days of 

sunshine per year 

Top elevation: 11,053 

feet 

28 lifts (includes 9 high 

speed quads, 2 high 

speed six-packs and 3 

high speed gondolas) 

 

SAGA Provides Mountain Guides for Elevation 2014! 
SAGA Gay Men’s Ski and Snowboard Club is providing ski guides in partnership with Tom Whitman 

Events for Mammoth Elevation 2014 on FRIDAY, March 14 starting at 9:30am. All SAGA members that 

are familiar with Mammoth Mountain are welcome to volunteer to be a ski guide for SAGA that morn-

ing. You don’t need anything except your glowing talent and chipper morning personality! Skiers and 

Snowboarders are welcome!!! We will be taking guys up on the lifts and skiing down with them on a 

pre-determined path on Mammoth Mountain. There will be spaces for Intermediate and Advanced Ski-

ers and Snowboarders. This is your chance to meet other single men on the slopes and chat with them 

about your favorite topic….SKIING! All the while you are leading them around like you own the place! 

Think of all the impressionable young out-of-towners that truly need your expertise and are just too 

bashful to ask you for it. If you are interested in volunteering to be a GUIDE for the “SKI & RIDE 

HOOKUP” we will be meeting our candidates on FRIDAY, MARCH 14th at 9:30am in front of the BIG 

MAP outside of CANYON LODGE.  

Please contact us if you are interested in taking part of this opportunity: 

Contact James at social@sagala.org and put “MOUNTAIN GUIDES FOR ELEVATION” in the subject line. 

See you on the Slopes! 
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SAGA Fall Line 
Mammoth IV –  

Elevation (Bus or Caravan) 
March 13-16, 2014 

Join us for Tom Whitman’s 12th annual Mammoth Gay 

Ski Week. We arrive on Thursday evening, and depart on Sunday. We offer three options for Elevation: 

♦ Party Bus with lodging and meals 

♦ Caravan with lodging and meals 

♦ Party Bus Ride Only (for those that already have a place to stay but need a ride to and from Mammoth) 

 

Elevation by Party Bus 

No traffic or vehicle issues, just drinks, food and fun getting to and from 

Mammoth. The bus picks up in Long Beach and at the Hollywood Bowl and 

then heads north. En route, we serve cocktails and a light meal and often 

show a movie selected by the passengers. The return trip also includes cock-

tails and a light meal served en route. 

At Mammoth, the Elevation Party Bus option includes three hearty break-

fasts, two great dinners and two festive cocktail parties prepared and served 

by members. The price also includes three nights of double occupancy lodg-

ing at 1849 Condos, within walking distance from Canyon Lodge with its amenities and lifts. Lifts are not 

included in our Mammoth trips, but can be obtained online from Mammoth prior to the trip. 

Elevation by Party Bus: $415 early bird price through 2/12/2014, $455 after that date. 

 

Elevation by Caravan 

Like our other caravan trips, we provide the lodging and some meals on the mountain, and you get to 

Mammoth in your own car or with others that are driving. Need a ride or want to drive and need riders; 

Let us know when you sign up or afterward and we can help! And you may be able to still ride the bus, 

if there is room later. Contact Ken at mammothtrips@sagala.org 

At Mammoth, like the Party Bus option, the Elevation Caravan option includes three hearty breakfasts, 

two great dinners and two festive cocktail parties prepared and served by members. The price also in-

cludes three nights of double occupancy lodging at 1849 Condos, within walking distance from Canyon 

Lodge with its amenities and lifts. Lifts are not included in our Mammoth trips, but can be obtained 

online from Mammoth prior to the trip. 

Elevation by Caravan: $275 early bird price through 2/12/2014, $305 after that date. 

 

Elevation by Party Bus – Ride Only 

The perfect solution if you have a place to stay in Mammoth, but can’t ride with your buddies or don’t 

want to drive. With the Party Bus, there is no traffic or vehicle issues, just drinks, food and fun getting to 

and from Mammoth. The bus picks up in Long Beach and at the Hollywood Bowl and then heads north. 

En route, we serve cocktails and a light meal and often show a movie selected by the passengers. The 

return trip also includes cocktails and a light meal served en route. For Bus Ride Only participants, we 

will drop you and pick you up at the Village or at our condos at 1849 where you arrange your own 

transportation to and from your lodging. 

Elevation by Party Bus Ride Only: $160 Round Trip from Long Beach or Hollywood Bowl Pickup loca-

tions. 

For more 

information 

on Elevation, 

click on the 

Elevation 

graphic on 

right side of 

this page. 

Elevation is 

also selling 3 

of 4 days for 

$215.  

To purchase 

tickets for 

Elevation 

events and lift 

tickets go here: 

http://

www.mammoth

gayski.com/

tickets14.html  
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SAGA Fall Line OUT-OF-STATE  TRIPS  

by Baker Terry 

Now that the snow is finally piling up (hear! hear!), 

so is my list of stuff for this issue!  

First, the only downer to report: Utah is canceled 

as a Club trip for this season. The slow-to-develop 

snow situation in the West (including Utah), com-

mitment deadlines for lodging, and other Club 

obligations have overwhelmed our earlier plan to 

do a trip. Sorry, but we are at Mother Nature's 

mercy.  

Two fabulous trip reports for this edition: Snowy 

Tahoe and Snowy Telluride. And some photos 

from each of them.  

And now a plug for yet another gay Colorado 

event: Outboard 2014 at Steamboat, March 25 -30. 

This is a non-Club trip, but I've met guys at our 

booth at Pride who are just crazy about Steam-

boat. And guys in our Club have gone to Out-

boards in the past and had a blast. By the way, 

skiers are welcome as well as boarders (so long as 

you're gay!). Check it out at www.outboard.org or 

OutBoard2014.com and make your own arrange-

ments, gang up with friends, etc. If you decide to 

go and want to know of other SAGAns going also, 

shoot me an email and I'll let you know if others 

do too. Or come to Vertigo this Sunday (March 9) 

and hatch some Outboard plans in person. 

Never too early to think about next year: Here's 

where I go all schizo on you guys. On one hand, I'd 

love to pass the torch to someone eager to put 

together next year's out-of-state trips. So think 

about it, since we have an election in May. If 

someone steps forward to replace me, I'll happily 

share all my learning, contacts and short-cuts to 

make your trip planning easy! On the other hand, 

if no one steps up and I decide to stay on, I'll want 

and need your valuable input on where you'd like 

to go: repeats of Aspen? Telluride? Tahoe? Or ven-

ue changes: Whistler? Jackson Hole? Sun Valley? 

Mt Bachelor (popular Club trip a few years ago)? 

Big Sky? Taos? Les Alpes/Die Alpen? oui? ja? 

But, whatever else, I sure hope to see you on the 

slopes about ten days from now—at Elevation! 

Bring snorkels for the deep snow! 

Baker 
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SAGA Fall Line 

by Baker Terry 

Gotta tell you guys, this was an INTERESTING trip full of pluses and minuses. In the end though, cama-

raderie and inter-Club collegiality carried the day. I think. As trip planner, I keep looking over my 

shoulder on this one.  

Yeah, I'm gonna tell you why. Your faithful (and unpaid) Board responded to oft-expressed member-

ship sentiment that we should put together a "budget-minded" trip—and this was the one selected to 

fill that need. Eight guys joined this trip, not all of you with quite as much cost-saving motivation as 

was instilled in me. So-o-o-o, maybe a few grumbles about it taking a bit longer to pick up our miserly 

Rent-A-Wreck SUVs than a quick visit to Hertz on-site at Reno Airport would have taken. And our guys 

report that lovely "new-car smell" was, well, long gone. I promise, guys, if you call off the posse I'll 

never book rattletraps again. No breakdowns, but crummy weather raised concerns . . . 

Our intrepid octet also found our Lakeview condo a mile from the South Shore casinos a bit less lovely 

than the website photos had led your Out-of-State Chair to believe. And the lighting a bit faint, and 

the beds a tad soft. And (bitch! bitch! bitch!) some furniture a bit rickety. But, we had five of our San 

Diego brothers next door to enhance the fun and << gasp! sigh! >> adjoining decks and hot tubs.  

That's where the aforementioned inter-Club collegiality came into play. By all accounts, it really added 

to the trip. It extended to a group dinner at an Italian restaurant, and also some shared experiences on 

the variably rainy, snow-dumpy (the heavy, wet kind), foggy slopes of Heavenly, Northstar and for 

some guys, Kirkwood. The weather has been variably reported to your reporter as crappy, moist, and 

good-for-shopping and museums (there aren't any).  

So it really wasn't an ideal trip, but guys came back saying they'd had a great time in spite of it all. For 

me, seeing the photo Jim Corbett sent of a snug lunch at the top of Northstar in a foggy snowstorm . . 

. well, I could see in their faces that shared adversity was working its "bonding" magic. Next time, we'll 

save all the fuss and just book San Quentin. Five days, four nights, and I promise it'll be a budget trip.  

Baker (yeah, I'm signing this, but not telling where to find me) 

The Fall Line is a 

publication of SAGA 

LA. SAGA is a non-

profit volunteer-run 

organization that was 

one of the first gay-

centered sports 

organizations in the 

United Sates. Each 

year we organize ski/

snowboard trips, 

camping trips, parties 

and other social 

events, and we hold 

regular meetings in 

Los Angeles and Long 

Beach during the non-

summer months. Our 

postal address is:  

P.O. Box 93-1207,  

Los Angeles, CA 

90093.  

© 2007-2014 SAGA 

Ski Club, Inc.  

TAHOE  TRIP  REPORT   
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SAGA Fall Line 

by Baker Terry 

To this experienced participant, our Telluride trip was 

just about perfect. Ten of us L.A. SAGAns comfortably 

billeted in two nice condos with postcard-perfect views 

(and snowball toss proximity to downtown T'ride) and 

the all-important 50% bathroom-to-tenant ratio, with an 

additional 21 SAGA men from San Diego, San Francisco, 

Nashville, Philly, etc. as our neighbors and, often, co-

partyers and co-skiers.  

There was such a delicious buffet of events, places to 

eat, drink, shop and -- almost forgot -- ski runs, that 

there really weren't any dull moments. That is, except 

when we'd left too much on the hill and needed a rest, a 

glass of wine and an ibuprofen. Fortunately, in our con-

do, Jeff obliged our need for rest-and-recuperate ses-

sions with screenings of Blue Jasmine and The Great 

Gatsby. No popcorn, but wine and reheated pizza did 

OK. 

Several things are really distinctive about Telluride and its Gay Ski Week (and I'm not even talking 

about the high level of inter-Club mixing and sharing). First, there's jaw-dropping scenery and two civ-

ilized locales: the old Western mining town parked near the end of a box canyon, and the new Euro-

style Mountain Village. They're linked by a free gondola that runs from dawn to midnight and provides 

great views -- and a blankie to keep you warm. Second, Telluride is possibly Colorado's most embrac-

ing town -- so much so that half the people at the White Party are straight townies who don't want to 

miss the fun, and the AIDS benefit silent auction and underwear model fashion show are bigtime 

events for local society (the latter sells out months ahead). They really like us and our vibe here. Third -

- and we proved it this year! -- guys with diverse ski preferences can ski together at Telluride. Most 

lifts afford such a variety of runs (groomers, cruisers, bumps, trees, steeps) that everybody can get sat-

isfaction and then rendezvous at the lift! We did that a lot.  

On arrival night the 10 of us had our own kick-off party in our spacious condo with wine, beer and 

pizzas Ken and Tom scooped up in Albuquerque. Sadly, Tom forgot his aunt's homemade salsa. Next 

year? Then a group of us attended a lively GSW party at a bar a couple of blocks from our condos. This 

was when I first met Ms. N. Waste (who shall be described a bit later, and may be found among the 

photos which accompany this report).  

The following evening we co-hosted an all-SAGAs (just us 31 + invited guests) cocktail-and-dinner 

bash featuring catered food and plenty of beer, hard stuff, mixers, and conversation of the highest 

order. There were also daily (OK, well, didn't make ALL of them, and my memory is a bit fuzzy for some 

reason) visits to apres-ski at the elegantly casual SMAK Bar at the Madeline Hotel in Mountain Village, 

a one-minute walk from the slopes and gondola. Each day at apres, Nuclea Waste, Telluride GSW's 

spokesdragqueen, gave a speech and either gave or auctioned away valuable stuff. Energy and fun 

level was high and "attitude" was virtually nil, which is typical of the place and event. I know, since 

even the young cuties talked to me! Thanks, Gabriel. Thanks, incredibly hot waiter at Tomboy Tavern. 

Oh, yeah, skiing:  After a gorgeous, photo-op first day of spring skiing on hardpack, Telluride came up 

with a good 7 - 10 inches of fresh (think on how nice that can be) -- enough to light up Mikey and me 

The Fall Line is a 

publication of SAGA 

LA. SAGA is a non-

profit volunteer-run 

organization that was 

one of the first gay-

centered sports 

organizations in the 

United Sates. Each 

year we organize ski/

snowboard trips, 

camping trips, parties 

and other social 

events, and we hold 

regular meetings in 

Los Angeles and Long 

Beach during the non-

summer months. Our 

postal address is:  

P.O. Box 93-1207,  

Los Angeles, CA 

90093.  

© 2007-2014 SAGA 

Ski Club, Inc.  

TELLURIDE  TRIP  REPORT   

Continued on next page 
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SAGA Fall Line TELLURIDE  TRIP  REPORT  (CONTD )  

TELLURIDE  PHOTOS  

early on the second day with the big pillow bumps at the top of 9 (Plunge); it really seemed like more 

up there, since one "leap" got me a touch of thigh-high. Next night a little more fresh and daytime 

accumulating snow, too. Each day added more fresh snow. Prospect Bowl (lift 12) was the venue for 

the largest concentration of SAGA guys skiing together I think I've ever witnessed. Just about all 10 of 

us were there, and maybe another 6 or so guys from the other SAGAs. For several runs! And some of 

us powder-lovers found nice fluffies, especially Saturday, along Polar Queen (lift 5) and Apex (lift 6). 

That day, even the groomers had about 6 inches of fresh on top. 

Lunches were great. Twice we took over the "gay hut" at Goronno Ranch (a popular on-mountain 

lunch lodge). It has a potbellied stove, comfy sofa and long table (with linen) -- all snug under the 

watchful gaze of a large banner featuring the previously described Nuclea Waste. Another time, a 

bunch of us added to the crowd at Tomboy Tavern, right at the Mountain Village base near the GSW 

event tent.  

We had a very compatible 6 in our condo (Ken & Tom + Jeff A + Adam B + Mikey S + moi) and 4 

more good fellas in the perfect-view condo: Bob V + Aaron K + Steve Z + Jon S (whom I unsuccessfully 

tried to kill on our last-day ski-home). Some of us got a table (a real achievement, twice!) at Siam and 

enjoyed delightful Thai dinners. Lots of hooking up with the other SAGA guys on and off the slopes, 

great lunches, dinners, runs, and parties, a lovely and scenic late-afternoon wine pause (alfresco at 

12000' Alpino Vino late on our first -- no freshies -- day) -- you'd have loved it all! And we did. 

Continued from previous page 
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