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I had a great visit with my good 
friend, Woolly, over Thanksgiving at 
Mammoth Mountain! The trails are 
open and they are making snow. It 
is starting to ramp up nicely in the 
Sierras! Now we just need this polar 
vortex to dissipate, that way we 
can get all that snow to fall where 
it should be…..on the West Coast 
instead of over the Great Lake Cit-
ies! I am totally jealous at 6 feet 
plus of snow in Buffalo!

December is a busy month if you 
are a member of SAGA! All our trips 
are on sale now! Early bird pricing 
is ending on our out of state trips! 
Now is the time to sign up for Mam-
moth, Taos, Telluride and Snow-
bird. These trips are set to offer our 

members luxury accommodations 
and unparalleled ski adventure! 
Won’t you join us today on these 
slopes to rip up some freshly laid 
powder!

And let’s not forget our Annual 
Holiday Party on the 13th. This 
is SAGA’s “fun for all” party we 
always get members that are new 
to the club as well as those that 
are looking to re-connect with 
SAGA. It is a fun evening to intro-
duce your partner (that does not 
ski) to all those people you hang 
out with, while they are waiting for 
you to come home from fabulous 
SAGA trips!

SAGA would like to wish every one 
of our members Happy Holidays 

and a Joyous New Year. We look 
forward to seeing you at the Holi-
day Party to get our kiss under that 
mistletoe!

Sincerely,
James Renny Caleca
President of SAGA Gay Men’s Ski & 
Snowboard Club
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by Baker Terry

FINALLY, It’s Really Snowing!!  

Out-of-State Trips

Hope it’s captured your attention, since some bigtime 
deadlines are coming up F-A-S-T! Look below for par-
ticulars on each trip, or email me for info, a brochure, 
mail-in sign-up form -- anything about our out-of-state 
trips: outofstatetrips@sagala.org

Trip-by-trip, here we go:

1. Aspen GSW (Jan. 11-18): Price goes up Dec. 9. 
More important, I have to cancel our third condo 
by the 12th if we don’t fill it or come close by then. 
Simply put: Act now or miss out.

2. Taos+Santa Fe (Jan. 28 - Feb. 1): Price goes up 
Dec. 9. More important: our crucial deadline with 
Southwest Airlines, just a few days later. We need 
more sign-ups by about the 12th or this trip will be 
canceled. If you’re interested, please act now. It’s a 
great trip!

3. Telluride GSW (Feb. 24 - Mar. 1): Price goes up Dec. 
22. Big deadline re condos, a few days later. More 
flexibility on this trip, since we’re collaborating with 
San Diego. Nonetheless, crunchtime comes before 

Santa does. There’s a good chance this will be the 
final Telluride Gay Ski Week.

4. Snowbird (Apr. 8-11): Price goes up Dec. 26. Why 
so early, you ask? Reason is we have a “house 
payment” due in January that ain’t refundable. 
Time to bail if the trip isn’t getting traction by then.

So that’s the story. Book or be left out! In the cold!

Now, take a look at how delicious these trips really are.

Taos

Telluride
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Out-of-State Trips

Aspen GSW

January 11–18, 2015

$1125 (early bird has been extended who book and 
pay by December 8); $1235 (procrastinator birds)

 � 7 nights lodging at Lift One Condos

 � Ski pass: 4 days + 5th day free = 5 days (valid at all 4 
ski areas)

 � Aspen GSW (lodging only, opting out of ski pass): 
$875 (early birds); $985 (procrastinators) 

Aspen is a great big buffet of ski areas (4 of them), 
shops, restaurants, bars, you-name-it; it’s a big ski 
town with everything—on the “hill” and off. Oh, and 
almost forgot, they have a lot of parties for GSW. The 
pool party at the rec center is especially pop-
ular for some reason. This trip is already 67% 
filled—and that’s with us using that third condo I 
booked. So sign up soon or you might miss the fun!
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Telluride GSW

February 24–March 1, 2015

$829 (early birds who book and pay by 
December 21); $929 (procrastinator birds)

 � 5 nights lodging at Riverside Condos

 � 4 day ski pass

 � At least one party with SAGA/San Diego (staying 
next door at Ghostriders)

Telluride is a more intimate town and gay ski week. 
The authentic Old West mining town is tucked in a box 
canyon that looks like Switzerland. It’s connected—
by a gondola that runs ‘til midnight—to its alter ego: 
a chic upscale Euro-village called Mountain Village. 
Nuclea Waste, Telluride GSW’s spokes-drag-queen, 
frequents both locales to keep the good times rollin’. 
And the underwear fashion show is (I’m not kidding) 
a big social event for town gentry and GSW attend-
ees alike (gotta buy your ticket early—always sells 
out!) To the snow: Last year, we had some sensational 
SAGA days skiing as a mob on runs that are uniquely 
designed to appeal both to intermediates and dou-

Out-of-State Trips

ble-blacks: same lift, just different ways down. And 
BTW, we like to party with our SAGA bros from San 
Diego and San Francisco; they’re our neighbors. I’m 
going back for more—hope you’ll join in!
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New Trips for 2015
To those two proven favorites, we’ve added a junket to 
Taos and Santa Fe at the end of January, and a powdery 
spring wrap-up in a luxurious house at Snowbird.

Taos/Santa Fe

January 28 – February 1, 2015

$965; $1099 (after December 8)

3-day lift pass available for $210 more at booking or 
later

 � ROUND TRIP AIR nonstops on Southwest, LAX to 
Albuquerque to LAX

 � GROUND TRAVEL in private SAGA van for all ground 
travel

 � 3 nights LODGING in the posh Edelweiss Spa & 
Lodge right at the base

 � Saturday night LODGING in Santa Fe, walking 
distance to the Plaza. Each room has a fireplace! 

Taos is a SAGA throwback, since flights are included! 
Veteran members have great memories of trips whose 
energy and fun started right at the gate at LAX. We’re 
flying to the Land of Enchantment on January 28, and 
will use our own chartered van for all ground travel. 
We’re staying right at the base in Taos Ski Valley’s nicest 
condos at Edelweiss Lodge & Spa. Ski valets, masseurs, 
cozy bar, paneled locker room—you get the idea. And 
the skiing will be better than ever, too! El Niño is com-
ing this way to add to the famed powder at this resort 
with one of North America’s highest base elevations 
(over 9000 ft). And they’ve pushed their vertical past 
3000 feet by adding a lift up previously hike-to Kachina 
Peak. Join me for sausages at The Bavarian (popular 
lunch venue)! Then after we’ve worn out our legs, let’s 
repair to a lovely inn and cantina in Santa Fe for Sat-
urday night and Sunday buffet and poking around in 
a town with unique Southwestern ambiance. Enchant-
ing! Since January is so chilly here, we’ve booked rooms 
with fireplaces! Enchanted? Just join this trip!

Out-of-State Trips
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Snowbird/Alta, Utah

April 8 – 11, 2015

$699:  4 nights lodging in slopeside house + ground 
travel in rented SUVs (EB price thru December 25)

$799:  Same, procrastinator birds after December 26

Add $300 for 4 day Salt Lake SuperPass valid each 
day at any of: Snowbird, Alta, Solitude, Brighton 
(Mammoth MVP Premium passholders should NOT 
buy this, since you get 50% off passes at Alta and 
Snowbird)

More powder in store: Our spring trip to Snowbird/
Alta! Use the link on the next page to check out Black-

Out-of-State Trips

jack Ridge, our house. If you’re scared of April, check 
out the snowfall table on Alta’s website. Average of 
30 inches of fresh over the first 11 days of the month, 
past three years! We had so much fresh on a trip 
here 10 years ago that 6-foot-plus Logan (see board 
photo on page 2) disappeared...without falling! Cross 
my heart! This trip is gonna rock—but needs you to 
sign up early (“house payment” coming due) and pack 
your powder straps. Oh, the sweetener: Guys who 
sign up by December 13 will be entered in the “master 
suite lottery”. Uber luxurious, so sign up now.
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Out-of-State Trips Links

Links to find our brother clubs:

Aspen Links:

Events and tickets to attend them The 4 ski areas your pass covers Our Condos

Telluride Links:

Events, etc. Ski Area

Taos/Santa Fe Links:

Ski Area

Our Condos

About that new lift, 
vertical now 3250’

Our lodging in Santa Fe, 
Saturday night

Food & drink, on and off 
the mountain

Visitor’s guide about the area

Snowbird/Alta Links:

Ski Area + ski-in, ski-out from our 
house

Ski area: next canyon north,  
Big Cottonwood

Ski 6 resorts in one day!

Ski Area + free shuttle, 5 min. +  
you can ski home to our house

Our home for the trip

Ski area: next canyon north,  
Big Cottonwood

Ski passes & info

http://sagasd.com
http://gayskiweek.com/
http://telluridegayskiweek.com/
http://www.aspensnowmass.com/
http://www.tellurideskiresort.com
http://www.liftone.com/
http://www.saganorth.com
http://www.skitaos.org/
http://www.skitaos.org/page/kachinapeak
http://www.skitaos.org/page/dining
http://www.edelweisslodgeandspa.com/ 
http://www.innofthegovernors.com/
http://www.taosskivalley.com/pages/about-the-area/Taos-Ski-Valley-Visitors-Guide/
http://www.snowbird.com/
http://www.skibrighton.com/
http://www.alta.com/
http://www.canyonservices.com/rentals/blackjack-ridge-home-1
http://www.skisolitude.com/
http://www.visitsaltlake.com/ski/superpass/
http://www.skiutah.com/explore/the-interconnect-tour
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by Ken Slater

Caravan Trips

First Run Caravan
January 8-11, 2015 and January 9 - 11, 2015

This year our first caravan trip to Mammoth provides 
the option of staying two nights or three nights! Those 
that can get away on Thursday evening can ski more 
days. Both options include double occupancy lodging 
at 1849 Condos, across from Canyon Lodge. The two 
night option includes two breakfasts and one cocktail 
party and two days skiing (Saturday and Sunday), while 
the three night option includes three breakfasts, two 
cocktail parties and three days of skiing (Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday).

The two night option is January 9 - 11, 2015

$180 through December 9, 2014, $200 after

The three night option is January 8 - 11, 2015

$255 through December 9, 2014, $280 after.

Legacy Weekend Mammoth 
Caravan Trips:
Our regular weekend caravan trips arrive on Friday, 
and depart on Sunday, providing two days of skiing. 

Trips include two nights double occupancy lodging at 
1849 Condos, within easy walking distance to Canyon 
Lodge with its lifts and amenities. Price includes two 
breakfasts and one fabulous cocktail party prepared 
by members, so you know they will be good. Lifts are 
not included, but can be obtained online directly from 
Mammoth Mountain prior to the trip.

Need a ride or want to drive and need riders; Let us 
know when you sign up or afterward and we can help!

Mid Winter Caravan trip
February 6 - 8, 2015

$180 through January 5, 2015, $200 after

March Getaway Caravan Trip
March 6 - 8, 2015

$180 through February 4, 2015, $200 after

Last Chance Caravan Trip
April 17 - 19, 2015

$180 through March 16, 2015, $200 after 

Have questions? Contact Ken at mammothtrips@
sagala.org

For more information about Mammoth Mountain 
itself, go to http://www.mammothmountain.com/

Mammoth Trips

mailto:mammothtrips%40sagala.org?subject=
mailto:mammothtrips%40sagala.org?subject=
http://www.mammothmountain.com/
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Mammoth Elevation
March 19-22, 2015

Join us for Tom Whitman’s 13th annual Mam-
moth Gay Ski Week (mammothgayski.com). We arrive 
on Thursday evening, and depart on Sunday. We offer 
three options for Elevation:

 � Party Bus with lodging and meals

 � Caravan with lodging and meals

 � Party Bus Ride Only (for those that already 
have a place to stay but need a ride to and from 
Mammoth)

Elevation by Party Bus
No traffic or vehicle issues, just drinks, food and fun 
getting to and from Mammoth. The bus picks up in 
Long Beach and near the Hollywood Bowl and then 
heads north. En route, we serve cocktails and a light 
meal and often show a movie selected by the passen-
gers. The return trip also includes cocktails and a light 
meal served en route.

At Mammoth,
the Elevation Party 
Bus option includes three 
hearty breakfasts, two great 
dinners and two festive cocktail par-
ties prepared and served by members. The 
price also includes three nights of double occu-
pancy lodging at 1849 Condos, within walking dis-
tance from Canyon Lodge with its amenities and lifts. 
Lifts are not included in our Mammoth trips (see below 
for location of our condos), but can be obtained online 
from Mammoth prior to the trip.

Elevation by Party Bus: $420 early bird price through 
2/12/2015, $460 after that date.

Mammoth Trips

http://mammothgayski.com
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Mammoth Trips (Contd)

Elevation by Caravan
Like our other caravan trips, we provide the lodging 
and some meals on the mountain, and you get to Mam-
moth in your own car or with others that are driving. 
Need a ride or want to drive and need riders; Let us 
know when you sign up or afterward and we can help! 
And you may be able to still ride the bus, if there is 
room later. Contact Ken at mammothtrips@sagala.org.

At Mammoth, like the Party Bus option, the Elevation 
Caravan option includes three hearty breakfasts, two 
great dinners and two festive cocktail parties prepared 
and served by members. The price also includes three 
nights of double occupancy lodging at 1849 Condos, 
within walking distance from Canyon Lodge with its 
amenities and lifts. Lifts are not included in our Mam-
moth trips, but can be obtained online from Mammoth 
prior to the trip.

Elevation by Caravan: $285 early bird price through 
2/12/2014, $315 after that date. 

Elevation by Party Bus – Ride Only
The perfect solution if you have a place to stay in Mam-
moth, but can’t ride with your buddies or don’t want 
to drive. With the Party Bus, there is no traffic or vehi-
cle issues, just drinks, food and fun getting to and from 
Mammoth. The bus picks up in Long Beach and near 
the Hollywood Bowl and then heads north. En route, 
we serve cocktails and a light meal and often show a 
movie selected by the passengers. The return trip also 
includes cocktails and a light meal served en route. For 
Bus Ride Only participants, we will drop you and pick 
you up at the Village or at our condos at 1849 where 
you arrange your own transportation to and from your 
lodging.

Elevation by Party Bus Ride Only: $160 Round 
Trip from Long Beach or Hollywood Bowl Pickup 
locations.

http://www.mammothgayski.com
mailto:mammothtrips%40sagala.org?subject=
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Social Media is More Essential 
to Our Busy Lives!
There are many ways to stay in touch with your friends 
at SAGA!

SAGA Gay Men’s Ski and Snowboard Club is on Face-
book, Twitter and Meetup. Join Today.

Keep in touch with your friends and all their other 
activities. Stay on top of all the activities that SAGA has 
planned for its members from Summer Trips to Winter 
Outings. 

SAGA has a new community facebook page! We have 
added a non-profit community page to our Face-
book Account. To find us Search SAGA Gay Men’s Ski 
& Snowboard Club or follow this link at https://www.
facebook.com/SAGASKI and LIKE us. Don’t forget to tag 
“SAGA Ski” in your photos, that way you can make you 
x-boyfriend jealous.

All the Trips and Vertigo Meetings are posted here with 
links back to SAGALA.ORG you can RSVP for events and 
post for rides to Mammoth! All you have to do is LIKE 
US and Follow the page to get automatic updates on 
Trips and Events! We will be phasing out the “Saga Ski” 
page within the next year due to Facebook’s regula-
tions on how organizations operate on their site, if you 
do not want to miss out on SAGA business LIKE us next 
time you log on. 

And do not forget these handy links on Facebook to:

Mammoth Ride Share @ https://www.facebook.com/
groups/MammothRideShare/

Mammoth Gayborhood @ https://www.facebook.
com/groups/259657993736/ 

Find us today on MEETUP.COM @ http://www.meetup.
com/SAGA-Gay-Ski-LA/ 

Follow us on Twitter: @SAGA_LA

Taos – 1993

Vintage SAGA Photo

CONTRIBUTE 
Have photos or articles from trip to share? Contact 
Mike Mallory at newsletter@sagala.org 

LEAD A TRIP 
Interested in being a trip leader in Mammoth? Con-
tact Ken Slater at mammothtrips@sagala.org 

Social Media and SAGA
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