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February is a busy month for SAGA! We have traveled to TAOS and 
ASPEN Gay Ski Week! Two very successful trips. And we are looking 
forward to TELLURIDE and SNOWBIRD in our not too distant future. 
What a great winter it has been for us! MAMMOTH is holding its own, 
with its cold mountain temperatures, they have been making and 
moving snow like the experts they are; up on the mountain, to keep 
everything in good shape.

And how about that Superbowl!!! Such a great game. I was glued to 
the TV from the start.

February is also about who you love, as Valentine’s Day starts to peak 
its head into our future. It is a great time to tell your special someone 
that you love them. SAGA loves you too! SMOCHES to all!!! See you at 
the top of the mountain!

by James Renny Caleca
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February 22, 2015
By Logan Meyer
Please come join your friends and fellow boarders and 
skiers at our February Vertigo meeting to be held on 
the 15th from 5 to 7 PM at Rockwell Bar & Stage. Note 
the change in venue from our last few events at SUR 
and take a break from WeHo to revisit our old friends 
at Rockwell. As usual, this is a great opportunity to 
network about upcoming trips, tell tall tales, maybe 
meet new people and this coming weekend, I hope, 
talk about all the snow that Mammoth just got and is 
supposed to get. And of course, bring a friend, mem-
ber or not.

 

LA Vertigo at Rockwell 

It is happy hour so the drinks and snacks are priced 
right and the service is great. 
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by Baker Terry

Hi again skiers and boarders,

Hope your groundhog saw his shadow, so we can play 
more in the snow!

Two of our outtastates are in the bag: Delightful 
accounts and photos of successful forays to Aspen 
Gay Ski Week and to Taos & Santa Fe, penned by our 
poet-laureates, Jim Corbett and Rick Valdivia, appear 
downslope in this edition, so keep reading.

I was along on the Taos trip, and it really scored on ALL 
the biggies: snow: great, including over a foot of fresh; 
lodging: cushy and roomy, both venues; food & drink 
(including two Bavarian lunches): --yup!; land travel: 
comfy and scenic (with just a touch of black ice leav-
ing the ski area); flights: fine (until LAX baggage claim 
drama); Santa Fe: blue skies and the town was freshly 
flocked by Mother Nature—gorgeous! My only regret 
is that more guys weren’t along to enjoy it.

To the future! Telluride is less than 3 weeks away. Our 
condo at Riverside is currently full, but sign up for first 
dibbies on a cancellation or I might just find you a space 
with our SAGA brothers from points north and south. 
It’s a great trip I’ve already blathered about a lot.

Out-of-State Trips

Finally, our ski-in & out mansion-chalet at Snowbird is 
steadily filling itself, so don’t procrastinate too much 
on this spring trip. Sunday’s (Feb. 8) the last day for the 
January White Sale price. Use the links to check out 
the house, Snowbird, Alta, Solitude, Brighton -- what 
an awful neighborhood!

And, post-finally, I’m looking for a successor for 2016. 
Don’t be shy raising the issue with me, since I’ll be 
happy to share everything I’ve learned. Please think 
about it! Nominations (for all Board positions) are in 
April and voting in May.

That’s it for this month. Gotta go find my powder straps 
for Telluride and Utah!
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Telluride GSW

Possibly the Last One!!
February 24–March 1, 2015
$850 (wait listed—be the first)

 � 5 nights lodging at Riverside/Ghostriders Condos
 � 4 day ski pass
 � At least one party with SAGA/San Diego (staying at 
Ghostriders)

Telluride is an intimate town and gay ski week. The 
authentic Old West mining town is tucked in a box 
canyon that looks like Switzerland. It’s connected—
by a gondola that runs ‘til midnight—to its alter ego: 
a chic upscale Euro-village called Mountain Village. 
Nuclea Waste, Telluride GSW’s spokes-drag-queen, 
frequents both locales to keep the good times rollin’. 
And the underwear fashion show is (I’m not kidding) 
a big social event for town gentry and GSW attend-
ees alike (gotta buy your ticket early—always sells 
out!) To the snow: Last year, we had some sensational 
SAGA days skiing as a mob on runs that are uniquely 

Out-of-State Trips

designed to appeal both to intermediates and dou-
ble-blacks: same lift, just different ways down. And 
BTW, we like to party with our SAGA bros from San 
Diego and San Francisco; they’re our neighbors. I’m 
going back for more—hope you’ll join in!
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Snowbird/Alta, Utah

April 8 – 11, 2015
$725:  4 nights lodging in slopeside house + ground 
travel (EB price thru February 8)

$799:  Same, procrastinator birds after February 8

Add $300 for 4 day Salt Lake SuperPass valid each 
day at any of: Snowbird, Alta, Solitude, Brighton 
(Mammoth MVP Premium passholders should NOT 
buy this, since you get 50% off passes at Alta and 
Snowbird)

Out-of-State Trips

Powder Beckons!!! Our spring trip to Snowbird/Alta! 
Use the link on the last page to check out Blackjack 
Ridge, our house. If you’re scared of April, check out 
the snowfall table on Alta’s website. Average of 30 
inches of fresh over the first 11 days of the month, past 
three years! We had so much fresh on a trip here 10 
years ago that 6-foot-plus Logan (see board photo on 
page 2) disappeared...without falling! Cross my heart! 
This trip is gonna rock. Pack your powder straps. Uber 
luxurious. Sign up now.!
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by Ken Slater

Caravan Trips
Our regular weekend caravan trips arrive on Friday, 
and depart on Sunday, providing two days of skiing. 
Trips include two nights double occupancy lodging at 
1849 Condos, within easy walking distance to Canyon 
Lodge with its lifts and amenities. Price includes two 
breakfasts and one fabulous cocktail party prepared 
by members, so you know they will be good. Lifts are 
not included, but can be obtained online directly from 
Mammoth Mountain prior to the trip.

Need a ride or want to drive and need riders; Let us 
know when you sign up or afterward and we can help!

March Getaway Caravan Trip
March 6 - 8, 2015
$180 through February 4, 2015, $200 after

Last Chance Caravan Trip
April 17 - 19, 2015
$180 through March 16, 2015, $200 after 

Mammoth Trips

Have questions? Contact Ken at mammothtrips@
sagala.org

For more information about Mammoth Mountain 
itself, go to http://www.mammothmountain.com/

mailto:mammothtrips%40sagala.org?subject=
mailto:mammothtrips%40sagala.org?subject=
http://www.mammothmountain.com/
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Mammoth Elevation
March 19-22, 2015
Join us for Tom Whitman’s 13th annual Mam-
moth Gay Ski Week (mammothgayski.com). We arrive 
on Thursday evening, and depart on Sunday. We offer 
three options for Elevation:

 � Party Bus with lodging and meals
 � Caravan with lodging and meals
 � Party Bus Ride Only (for those that already 
have a place to stay but need a ride to and from 
Mammoth)

Elevation by Party Bus
No traffic or vehicle issues, just drinks, food and fun 
getting to and from Mammoth. The bus picks up in 
Long Beach and near the Hollywood Bowl and then 
heads north. En route, we serve cocktails and a light 
meal and often show a movie selected by the passen-
gers. The return trip also includes cocktails and a light 
meal served en route.

At Mammoth,
the Elevation Party 
Bus option includes three 
hearty breakfasts, two great 
dinners and two festive cocktail par-
ties prepared and served by members. The 
price also includes three nights of double occu-
pancy lodging at 1849 Condos, within walking dis-
tance from Canyon Lodge with its amenities and lifts. 
Lifts are not included in our Mammoth trips (see below 
for location of our condos), but can be obtained online 
from Mammoth prior to the trip.

Elevation by Party Bus: $420 early bird price through 
2/12/2015, $460 after that date.

Mammoth Trips

http://mammothgayski.com
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Mammoth Trips (Contd)

Elevation by Caravan
Like our other caravan trips, we provide the lodging 
and some meals on the mountain, and you get to Mam-
moth in your own car or with others that are driving. 
Need a ride or want to drive and need riders; Let us 
know when you sign up or afterward and we can help! 
And you may be able to still ride the bus, if there is 
room later. Contact Ken at mammothtrips@sagala.org.

At Mammoth, like the Party Bus option, the Elevation 
Caravan option includes three hearty breakfasts, two 
great dinners and two festive cocktail parties prepared 
and served by members. The price also includes three 
nights of double occupancy lodging at 1849 Condos, 
within walking distance from Canyon Lodge with its 
amenities and lifts. Lifts are not included in our Mam-
moth trips, but can be obtained online from Mammoth 
prior to the trip.

Elevation by Caravan: $285 early bird price through 
2/12/2014, $315 after that date. 

Elevation by Party Bus – Ride Only
The perfect solution if you have a place to stay in Mam-
moth, but can’t ride with your buddies or don’t want 
to drive. With the Party Bus, there is no traffic or vehi-
cle issues, just drinks, food and fun getting to and from 
Mammoth. The bus picks up in Long Beach and near 
the Hollywood Bowl and then heads north. En route, 
we serve cocktails and a light meal and often show a 
movie selected by the passengers. The return trip also 
includes cocktails and a light meal served en route. For 
Bus Ride Only participants, we will drop you and pick 
you up at the Village or at our condos at 1849 where 
you arrange your own transportation to and from your 
lodging.

Elevation by Party Bus Ride Only: $160 Round 
Trip from Long Beach or Hollywood Bowl Pickup 
locations.

http://www.mammothgayski.com
mailto:mammothtrips%40sagala.org?subject=
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Mammoth I Trip Report

With record snowfalls in December before the Holiday 
period, those of us on SAGA’s First Run Caravan trip 
were expecting a very white mountain. Unfortunately, 
we ignored the impact of the unusually warm weather 
that followed the good snow, and a bit too much of the 
mountain was not white. However, the skiing turned 
out to be better than we first thought when seeing 
the conditions, thanks to Mammoth’s investments in 
snow making equipment, almost nightly snow produc-
tion and nightly grooming to move snow to where it 
was needed. Portions of the mountain that are closed 
when coverage is skimpy were not open, including 
runs on Lincoln Mountain and Lift 9, but most of the 
popular intermediate runs were open, as was Cornice 
and even the back side. And we did receive dustings of 
new snow a couple of times while there, perhaps an 
inch or so on the mountain.

Although we were not rewarded with mountains of 
powder, all fifteen on this trip seemed to have a good 
time, both on and off the slopes. This trip provided 
two options, one for just two days of skiing and one for 

three days, with a larger number opting for the longer 
trip. Thursday night we sent out for Thai food and par-
tied in the condo. Friday night Jeff Ashley prepared a 
delicious beef bourgeon dinner for all, and the group 
watched the somewhat mysterious movie “Stranger 
by the Lake.” Saturday night Tom and Ken prepared 
Chicken Cacciatore for all, followed by a special screen-
ing of “The Imitation Game.” An excellent film; don’t 
miss it.

One advantage of the conditions was the lack of 
crowds, so lift lines were not a problem even during 
the morning rush . For a change in pace, a group of 
us took the gondola down to the village Saturday for 
a lovely leisurely lunch at Gomez’s. (I can strongly rec-
ommend the burrito). On the way back up to Canyon 
Lodge to resume skiing, we spotted an eagle sitting on 
an egg in a nest in a tree from the gondola. What a 
treat. Turns out many Mammoth regulars have seen 
this. Most skied on Sunday till around 2 and then we 
all headed back to LA to find RAIN!!

by Ken Slater
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Aspen Trip Report/Photos

by Jim Corbett
Aspen Gay Ski Week 2015 continued 
the tradition of stunning mountain 
scenery, a classic western ski town, 
four unique and vibrant ski destina-
tions, convenient first class accom-
modations, the camaraderie of old 
and new friends and a town full of 
gay men ready to ski and party hard 
from daybreak (well not quite) until 
the wee hours. And SAGA was there 
for every aspect of the week.

As usual, some of us who were flying 
in on Sunday faced weather related 
challenges to landing in Aspen and 
were redirected to Denver (Grand 
Junction which is closer had similar 
weather challenges). In light of the 
great time everyone had we’ll overlook United Airlines 
dismal performance in the customer service arena 
that afternoon and instead celebrate Saga member 
and trip participant Jerome Say’s initiative is renting 
a 6 passenger SUV from Avis and safely delivering us 
to our Aspen accommodations in time for the party 
crowd to make the Sunday night social event. United 
partially redeemed themselves by keeping their prom-
ise to have our luggage and skis in Aspen by sunrise 
Monday morning which allowed us to hit the slopes 
at Aspen Highlands before Noon. While the snow con-
ditions were significantly better than what the Sierras 
have received so far, they were thinner than we had 
hoped for. Things improved a little with a light snow-
fall on Tuesday when Snowmass was the mountain du 
jour. The rest of the week was mostly sunny and wind-
less with moderate temperatures so there was nothing 
to keep us off the mountains daily. I personally enjoyed 
six days with two each at the primary destinations of 
Ajax, Snowmass and Highlands. Buttermilk was prepar-
ing for the X Games but was still on the agenda for a 
least one of our first time Aspen visitors who declared 
his time there enjoyable.

The nightly Après Ski gathering at the host hotel (The 
Limelight) was a terrific way to celebrate our days on 
the slopes with not only our fellow Saga members 

but a friendly and well lubricated crowd of skier cel-
ebrants from around the world. The gatherings grew 
in size and volume as the week progressed and were 
the warm-up events to the nightly functions for those 
of us that purchased the party package. As usual the 
Saturday night Pool Party was the highlight of those 
events and in the words of one Saga participant “was 
incredible – wow! I’d do that again!”

I’ve been enjoying SAGA trips for over a dozen years 
now and this was my 4th consecutive year in Aspen. 
I have every intention of attending again in 2016 and 
beyond and encourage those of you have not yet 
attended to do so; it’s a blast!
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Aspen Trip Photos



by Baker Terry
A small but lively crew of intrepid skiers (and Boarder 
Rick) met up at LAX just like SAGA days of yore. And 
yikes did we have a great trip! Even our nonstop flight 
to Albuquerque was only half-full. Our van driver was 
waiting in baggage claim to whisk us in roomy com-
fort to our first stop: a tax-free liquor store on tribal 
land. On the way, he pointed to his “other office” since 
he’s a ski patroller at Santa Fe’s local ski area. After our 
sunset cruise through the wonderful scenery in and 
around the Rio Grande gorge, we stopped at a cozy 
brew pub in the town of Taos for dinner—much bet-
ter than the Costco-pizzas-in-the-condo original plan. 
On arrival at Taos’ ski area (and fortunately so for me) 
everyone seemed happy with the quality and spacious-
ness of our penthouse ski-in/ski-out condo, as well as 
the other amenities of our “lodge and spa”. 

Three fabulous days of skiing followed. Since they 
hadn’t had any recent snow, on the first day Jim C gra-
ciously tested the hardpack for us. Fortunately he was 
wearing a helmet and did not sustain a concussion. 
Jeff A swears this is true (and has contributed to this 
report). The next two days we received 14-in.+ of fresh, 
along with some fog issues and Christmas card vistas. 
It wasn’t exactly champagne powder—a bit too warm 
and wet for that, but our guys found happiness (and 
thigh-enhancement!) pushing it around and romping 
in the trees where the visibility was better.

On Thursday and Friday we had lunch at a wonderful 
on-mountain restaurant called The Bavarian. It’s a cozy 
big log cabin where the staff dress up in old German 
costumes. Favorites noted to this reporter included 
goulash soup, godlike spaetzle, delicious buffalo 
bratwurst with sauerkraut on pretzel bread, brews and 
wines, and a Hungarian waiter nicely poured into his 
leather trou. To this feasting, three of us added a five-
course evening banquet at our lodge emceed by the 
handsome Swiss CEO of Merryvale Vineyards (Napa), 
describing the pairings poured with each course -- 
<<hiccup!! >>. 

Saturday we managed to hang on to our condo until 
our apres-ski van ride down The Black Ice Drama Road 
to Old Santa Fe, where we unloaded into our rooms 
and repaired to a local establishment for excellent 

New Mexico fare (including sopaipillas, a local favorite, 
a puff-pastry thingy into which you insert butter and 
honey) washed down with margaritas. Alas, no maria-
chis, but we endured . . . 

Sunday was Santa Fe-is-gorgeous-after-snowfall day—
after grazing our inn’s extensive buffet. What a beauti-
ful and exotic town! Blue skies, crisp air and a delightful 
two-hour walking tour with our own local guide. Some 
shopped, some visited the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum, 
some tried—alas, unsuccessfully--to finish our scotch 
and vodka, and some tried all of these! But we all rode 
our van, and then airplane, happy and fulfilled, all the 
way to...Southwest Baggage Claim at LAX, where a few 
of us may remain until this day, waiting. Thank God 
mine arrived!
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Taos Trip Report/Photos



from Jeff Ashley
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Taos Trip Photos



from Jim Corbett
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Taos Trip Photos



CONTRIBUTE 
Have photos or articles from trip 
to share? Contact Mike Mallory at 
newsletter@sagala.org 

LEAD A TRIP 
Interested in being a trip leader in 
Mammoth? Contact Ken Slater at 
mammothtrips@sagala.org 

Mammoth 1998

Vintage SAGA Photo

Out-of-State Trips Links
Links to find our brother clubs:

Telluride Links:

Events, etc. Ski Area

Snowbird/Alta Links:

Ski Area + ski-in, ski-out from our 
house

Ski area: next canyon north,  
Big Cottonwood

Ski 6 resorts in one day!

Ski Area + free shuttle, 5 min. +  
you can ski home to our house

Our home for the trip

Ski area: next canyon north,  
Big Cottonwood

Ski passes & info
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http://sagasd.com
http://www.saganorth.com
http://telluridegayskiweek.com/
http://www.tellurideskiresort.com
http://www.snowbird.com/
http://www.skibrighton.com/
http://www.skiutah.com/explore/the-interconnect-tour
http://www.alta.com/
http://www.canyonservices.com/rentals/blackjack-ridge-home-1
http://www.skisolitude.com/
http://www.visitsaltlake.com/ski/superpass/
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