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It’s that time of year again! I am not 
talking about all those damn flow-
ers blooming all over the place. I am 
talking about ELEVATION @ Mam-
moth! We all love this time of year 
when it is still cold on the Moun-
tain and it is spring everywhere 
else. Won’t you join SAGA for the 
trip this year? Mammoth just got 2 
feet of new snow this past week! 
We are looking forward to hosting 
a great party this year with SAGA 
San Diego up at the mountain! 
Check your calendar and decide if 
you want to drive up there or take 
the SAGA Party Bus! It is March 19!

We have also just come back from 
Telluride Gay Ski Week that was a 
fantastic success! We had lots of 
powder to take advantage of and 
plenty of good friends to hang out 
with. We are looking forward to 
SNOWBIRD in April! It will be more 
powder and more FUN! Check out 
the website today!

Come to SAGA’s monthly meeting 
in Los Feliz on March 15! And find 
out who is going up to Mammoth 
this month, perhaps arrange a ride 
or decide if the bus is for you! See 
you at the top of the Mountain!

by James Renny Caleca
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March 16, 2015
By Logan Meyer
Please come join your friends and fellow boarders and 
skiers at our March Vertigo meeting to be held on the 
16th from 5 to 7 PM at Rockwell Bar & Stage. Note the 
change in venue from our last few events at SUR and 
take a break from WeHo to revisit our old friends at 
Rockwell. As usual, this is a great opportunity to net-
work about upcoming trips, tell tall tales, maybe meet 
new people and this coming weekend, I hope, talk 
about all the snow that Mammoth just got and is sup-
posed to get. And of course, bring a friend, member or 
not.

 

LA Vertigo at Rockwell 

It is happy hour so the drinks and snacks are priced 
right and the service is great. 
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by Baker Terry

Hi again skiers and boarders,

Albeit a bit late, winter has finally found SAGA’s 2015 
destinations! As previously reported, our early January 
Aspen Gay Ski Week trip was sensational and fabulous. 
The snow was excellent but, alas, there was little fresh. 
Next, though, at the end of January, we got 14 inches 
of fresh during our combo Taos and Santa Fe trip (see 
last month’s edition for details!).

Then Mother Nature’s snow machine really fired up: 
we found a 27-inch-deep “welcome mat” on our Feb-
ruary 24 arrival at Telluride—and then added more 
than half that much more during our visit. Drool over 
the Telluride trip report & photos farther along in this 
edition!

Can you see a trend here?

You’ve got one last chance to jump on this OOS trip 
trend—our “Spring into Snowbird” trip to a luxury 
5500 square foot six-bedroom slopeside chalet. Details 
are on the next page, and also check out all the exciting 
links on the last page of this edition! Or just contact me 
for a trip brochure that will make you hyperventilate! 
This trip is filling up, so sign up soon to avoid missing 
out!

Out-of-State Trips

Utah will wrap up our 2015 hit parade of OOS trips. 
Looking to the future, our “nominations” SAGA meet-
ing is in April, and we’ll vote in a new board in May. 

I’d really like you to consider filling this position I’ve 
enjoyed so much for two seasons. I’ll happily coach 
my successor with as little or as much information and 
insight as you would like. And if you want to discuss the 
coveted “OOS Chair” position before deciding whether 
to run, just email me at outofstatetrips@sagala.org or 
text/call my cell: 818.268.2900. Perks include a week-
end board retreat in a nice location (recent: Big Bear, 
Palm Springs), free dues, and a nice discount on ALL 
Club trips. Inquire within!

Keep reading to learn more about that fast-filling Utah 
trip! Hope to see-you then or on one of Ken’s excellent 
Mammoth trips!

mailto:outofstatetrips%40sagala.org?subject=
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Snowbird/Alta, Utah

April 8 – 11, 2015
$725:  4 nights lodging in slopeside house + ground 
travel

Powder Beckons!!! Our spring trip to Snowbird/Alta! 
Use the link on the last page to check out Blackjack 
Ridge, our house. If you’re scared of April, check out 
the snowfall table on Alta’s website. Average of 30 
inches of fresh over the first 11 days of the month, past 
three years! We had so much fresh on a trip here 10 
years ago that 6-foot-plus Logan (see board photo on 
page 2) disappeared...without falling! Cross my heart! 
This trip is gonna rock. Pack your powder straps. Uber 
luxurious. Sign up now.!

Out-of-State Trips
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by Ken Slater

Caravan Trips
Our regular weekend caravan trips arrive on Friday, 
and depart on Sunday, providing two days of skiing. 
Trips include two nights double occupancy lodging at 
1849 Condos, within easy walking distance to Canyon 
Lodge with its lifts and amenities. Price includes two 
breakfasts and one fabulous cocktail party prepared 
by members, so you know they will be good. Lifts are 
not included, but can be obtained online directly from 
Mammoth Mountain prior to the trip.

Need a ride or want to drive and need riders; Let us 
know when you sign up or afterward and we can help!

Last Chance Caravan Trip
April 17 - 19, 2015
$180 through March 16, 2015, $200 after 

Have questions? Contact Ken at mammothtrips@
sagala.org

For more information about Mammoth Mountain 
itself, go to http://www.mammothmountain.com/

Mammoth Trips

mailto:mammothtrips%40sagala.org?subject=
mailto:mammothtrips%40sagala.org?subject=
http://www.mammothmountain.com/
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Mammoth Elevation
March 19-22, 2015
Join us for Tom Whitman’s 13th annual Mam-
moth Gay Ski Week (mammothgayski.com). We arrive 
on Thursday evening, and depart on Sunday. We offer 
three options for Elevation:

 � Party Bus with lodging and meals
 � Caravan with lodging and meals
 � Party Bus Ride Only (for those that already 
have a place to stay but need a ride to and from 
Mammoth)

Elevation by Party Bus
No traffic or vehicle issues, just drinks, food and fun 
getting to and from Mammoth. The bus picks up in 
Long Beach and near the Hollywood Bowl and then 
heads north. En route, we serve cocktails and a light 
meal and often show a movie selected by the passen-
gers. The return trip also includes cocktails and a light 
meal served en route.

At Mammoth,
the Elevation Party 
Bus option includes three 
hearty breakfasts, two great 
dinners and two festive cocktail par-
ties prepared and served by members. The 
price also includes three nights of double occu-
pancy lodging at 1849 Condos, within walking dis-
tance from Canyon Lodge with its amenities and lifts. 
Lifts are not included in our Mammoth trips (see below 
for location of our condos), but can be obtained online 
from Mammoth prior to the trip.

Elevation by Party Bus: $420 early bird price through 
3/12/2015, $460 after that date.

Mammoth Trips

http://mammothgayski.com
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Mammoth Trips (Contd)

Elevation by Caravan
Like our other caravan trips, we provide the lodging 
and some meals on the mountain, and you get to Mam-
moth in your own car or with others that are driving. 
Need a ride or want to drive and need riders; Let us 
know when you sign up or afterward and we can help! 
And you may be able to still ride the bus, if there is 
room later. Contact Ken at mammothtrips@sagala.org.

At Mammoth, like the Party Bus option, the Elevation 
Caravan option includes three hearty breakfasts, two 
great dinners and two festive cocktail parties prepared 
and served by members. The price also includes three 
nights of double occupancy lodging at 1849 Condos, 
within walking distance from Canyon Lodge with its 
amenities and lifts. Lifts are not included in our Mam-
moth trips, but can be obtained online from Mammoth 
prior to the trip.

Elevation by Caravan: $285 early bird price through 
3/12/2014, $315 after that date. 

Elevation by Party Bus – Ride Only
The perfect solution if you have a place to stay in Mam-
moth, but can’t ride with your buddies or don’t want 
to drive. With the Party Bus, there is no traffic or vehi-
cle issues, just drinks, food and fun getting to and from 
Mammoth. The bus picks up in Long Beach and near 
the Hollywood Bowl and then heads north. En route, 
we serve cocktails and a light meal and often show a 
movie selected by the passengers. The return trip also 
includes cocktails and a light meal served en route. For 
Bus Ride Only participants, we will drop you and pick 
you up at the Village or at our condos at 1849 where 
you arrange your own transportation to and from your 
lodging.

Elevation by Party Bus Ride Only: $160 Round 
Trip from Long Beach or Hollywood Bowl Pickup 
locations.

http://www.mammothgayski.com
mailto:mammothtrips%40sagala.org?subject=
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Telluride Trip Report/Photos
by Baker Terry
Hi there, guys, me again, just a sec—
gotta brush all that snow off my 
helmet, shoulders and arms. WOW 
did we get our fill of S-N-O-W on 
our visit to Telluride Gay Ski Week! 
And, let’s see, breathtaking natural 
beauty (Christmas card-like snowy 
vistas, all trees freshly flocked + 
Ansel Adams-class stormy mountain 
scenes), great meals and parties, 
camaraderie both in our beautiful 
condo and on the slopes, and plenty 
of dreamy powder runs. Frankly, the 
only thing in short supply on this 
trip was sunshine.

We had four full ski days, and a couple of us grabbed 
the better part of a fifth. Each day, we had more snow 
than the day before. On Sunday, the fresh started to 
get a bit wet and heavy -- making it easier to leave. 
Rubbery legs were the order of the day just about 
every day. Lift 9, a triple chair aptly named “Plunge”, 
covers 2100+ feet of vertical, so it was the main culprit. 
It offers varied steeps, some groomed cruisers, some 
huge moguls that never stop, and some lovely trees 
and tight ravines. So much work and play all at the 
same time! We spent a lot of time there, but also paid 
homage to Prospect Bowl (again, often as one group 
taking different routes). Its neighbors, Black Iron Bowl 
and Revelation Bowl, were mostly closed (weather, 
avalanche danger, whatever!), but we snuck in a few 
runs when the ropes dropped. Fluffy! 

Meals were definitely a popular and varied pastime in 
our group. We started with a pizza, salad and wine din-
ner in our condo -- thanks to our food sherpas, Ken S 
and Tom R. The next evening, all of us (Ken, Tom, Jim 
MacD, Dan F, Bob V, this writer and Gary K) enjoyed 
Siam Telluride’s best dishes; it’s a real local favorite I 
love to visit every year, and did not disappoint. Thurs-
day evening we joined our SAGA brothers from San 
Diego and the Bay Area for a catered dinner party in 
their spacious penthouse condo next door to our com-
plex. Friday’s dinner was a buffet affair at the turn-of-
the-20th Century Sheridan Opera House -- attended 

by hundreds for the town’s annual AIDS benefit silent 
auction. Two floors of food, drink and just about every 
form of art and humanity you could imagine. Success-
ful bidders included Tom R and Dan F. Our “Farewell 
Banquet” Saturday night ended up a nice party in our 
condo featuring Ken and Tom’s chicken cacciatore. 
Chefs extraordinaire! 

Lunches were on-mountain affairs, and Telluride offers 
sensational options. We had a particularly fine group 
lunch, al fresco (thank God for heat lamps!) at Alpino 
Vino, which claims title as North America’s highest 
restaurant, elev. 11,966. Best antipasti platter I’ve ever 
tasted, and their cab wasn’t bad either. Tomboy Tavern 
and Garonno Ranch were also popular with our group. 
At Tomboy, we got a private room with a table accom-
modating seven of us easily, and our own fireplace to 
boot. Chicken pot pie was great.

Several of our social butterflies decorated the daily 
apres-ski party at the Madeline Hotel’s smart bar, the 
White Night Party and the Pearl Party and other G.S.W. 
events. For some reason, details of their exploits are a 
bit sketchy . . .

No one got hurt, and the excellent conditions made 
each guy a better (but exhausted) skier. I’m equally 
certain that all share the opinion that our trip together 
was an unqualified success and an experience we 
would love to repeat!
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Telluride Trip Photos



CONTRIBUTE 
Have photos or articles from trip 
to share? Contact Mike Mallory at 
newsletter@sagala.org 

LEAD A TRIP 
Interested in being a trip leader in 
Mammoth? Contact Ken Slater at 
mammothtrips@sagala.org 

Tahoe 1980

Vintage SAGA Photo

Out-of-State Trips Links

Links to find our brother clubs:

Snowbird/Alta Links:

Ski Area + ski-in, ski-out from our 
house

Ski area: next canyon north,  
Big Cottonwood

Ski 6 resorts in one day!

Ski Area + free shuttle, 5 min. +  
you can ski home to our house

Our home for the trip

Ski area: next canyon north,  
Big Cottonwood

Ski passes & info

Social Media is 
more essential to 
our busy lives!
There are many ways to stay in touch 
with your friends at SAGA!

SAGA Gay Men’s Ski and Snowboard 
Club is on Facebook, Twitter and 
Meetup. Join Today.

Keep in touch with your friends and all 
their other activities. Stay on top of all 
the activities that SAGA has planned 
for its members from Summer Trips to 
Winter Outings. 

Find us today on Facebook! Search 
“SAGA Ski” or go to the link: https://
www.facebook.com/SAGASKI 

Don’t forget to tag “SAGA Ski” in your 
photos, that way you can make you 
x-boyfriend jealous.

Find us today on MEETUP.COM @ 
http://www.meetup.com/SAGA-Gay-
Ski-LA/ 

Follow us on Twitter: @SAGA_LA

The Fall Line February 2015

10The Fall Line Newsletter • February  2015
© 2007-2014 SAGA Ski Club, Inc. • SAGA Ski Club is a registered California Seller of Travel (CST 209112-40)

http://sagasd.com
http://www.saganorth.com
http://www.snowbird.com/
http://www.skibrighton.com/
http://www.skiutah.com/explore/the-interconnect-tour
http://www.alta.com/
http://www.canyonservices.com/rentals/blackjack-ridge-home-1
http://www.skisolitude.com/
http://www.visitsaltlake.com/ski/superpass/
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