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President’s Message

Hello Everyone,

Welcome to SAGA’s 2017 season kickoff and greetings from the SAGA 
Board. We have had a busy summer planning trips and social events. All 
of us who volunteer to serve on the board, do so because we truly want 
to keep SAGA relevant and meaningful to all of you. And, of course, the 
club relies on your support to deliver SAGA activities whether it’s a ski 
or camping trip or a social event. We thank you in advance for volun-
teering and supporting the club.

Please join us for our kickoff social event and meeting on Sunday, Octo-
ber 16th, from 5-7PM at Rockwell Table & Stage in Los Feliz Village. In 
addition to enjoying your first drink on SAGA, you can catch up with 
old and new friends and also learn about all the trips and social events. 
We created a summer brochure previewing our upcoming season. We 
hope you had a chance to check it out on our website. If not, this news-
letter has the most up to date information.

If you are a returning member, welcome back. If you have been on hia-
tus, please give us another try and check us out. If you are new, we 
all look forward to meeting you. As some of you know, I have been in 
SAGA for over 20 years. But, for six consecutive years I was on hiatus 
taking care of my parents. When that responsibility ended, I rejoined 
SAGA. I have only been back for two years. But, during this time I have 
reconnected with old SAGA friends and have met so many new peo-
ple, many who have become close friends. This year alone I have fond 
memories of meeting Andrew, Alex, Colbert, Kevin, Jeffrey, Michael, 
Tonig and many others. In fact, I met our new treasurer Chuck on a 
Mammoth trip, and he just joined SAGA this year and he has already 
inspired us to make changes.

So, I hope you can join us on Sunday, October 16th at Rockwell.

See you soon.

-Sal V

Contribute: 
Have photos or articles from trip to share? Contact 
Mike Mallory at newsletter@sagala.org 

Lead a Trip: 
Interested in being a trip leader in Mammoth? Con-
tact Ken Slater at mammothtrips@sagala.org 

Join SAGA on  
FaceBook!
If you’re a FaceBooker, you 
know how it can link people 
together and quickly spread 
the word about fun events. 
This season, we hope to connect all of our members 
to this popular networking site.

Right now, there are a few great air fares posted to 
our wall, that you all should know about. When you 
post your snow photos to your own page, be sure 
to Tag SAGA in the photo, so it will also link to our 
page. This is an easy way to create a huge album, for 
all of us to enjoy. Check us out at:

http://www.facebook.com/sagala.org
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October 29, 2016
Come for the tour. Come for the wine tasting. Join us for 
dinner. This is definitely a Los Angeles landmark worth 
visiting. Many of us LA natives have been meeting up at 
the winery for years and have seen its transformation over 
the years. It could have easily disappeared like many other 
LA landmarks. But, it persevered and is now a wonderful 
place for lunch and dinner, and of course wine tasting.

If you are interested in attending, please email social@
sagala.org. We need a headcount so they can plan for us.

SAGA tour of LA’s Historic San Antonio Winery

October 16, 2016
Come meet some of our members and socialize with other 
gay men who enjoy skiing and snowboarding. You can also 
learn more about our upcoming ski season, with trips to des-
tinations including Mammoth, Aspen and Park City already 
planned. Potential new members are welcome to check out 
our club, and enjoy a cocktail at Rockwell in the heart of Los 
Felix Village. And, your first drink is on us!

Rockwell is located at 1714 N. Vermont Avenue, Los Ange-
les, 90027 and is just a few blocks from the Red Line Metro 
stop. Use the alley entrance to find our location.
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Besides Park City and Aspen, SAGA tries to orga-
nize trips to other out-of-state snow resorts, so 
that members can experience new and different 
places.  Some of the locales we’ve gone to in recent 
years include Telluride, Taos, and Snow Bird. But, we 
need your input – where else would you like to ski or 
snowboard?  Please let us, your SAGA Board mem-
bers, know your winter snowsports wishes!

Out-of-State Trips

Aspen Gay Ski Week
Jan 15 – 22, 2017
$982 Early Bird/$1080 after December 11 
Additional $363 for lift tickets
Sunday to Sunday

The Aspen brochure says it all: “4 Mountains, Endless 
Possibilities”. It’s “a place where the mountains challenge 
and thrill you by day, and where a vibrant cultural scene 
greets you at night.”

Yes, come experience Aspen’s 4 spectacular mountains of 
endless skiing and snowboarding! The town and its resorts 
offer incredible Rocky Mountain views, unique shopping 
experiences, and renowned dining establishments.

And come experience the 40th Anniversary of Aspen Gay 
Ski Week. With all the celebrations, Aspen Gay Ski Week 
in 2017 is sure to be a monumental event! There will be 
daily apres ski meet-ups, festive parties nightly, and other 
extra-special happenings. 

For $982, SAGA’s Aspen package includes 7 nights’ lodging 
at the Lift One Condominiums, conveniently located only 
2 blocks from downtown (and considered to have the best 
jacuzzi in town!). A payment plan spreading the payments 
over 3 months is also available. The 5-day ski/snowboard 
pass, good at all 4 area resorts (Aspen Mt., Highlands, Snow-
mass, & Buttermilk), has a separate cost of only $363. The 
package does not include airfare, airport transfers, or meals. 
(For more information about Aspen Gay Ski Week and/or to 
purchase the official Aspen Gay Ski Week Party Pass, go to 
its website: gayskiweek.com.)
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Every year, SAGA lets its members know where the club 
stands financially.

The annual internal audit of SAGA Ski Club’s books was 
completed for this past Fiscal Year (June 1, 2015 to May 
31, 2016) and the Club’s federal and state tax returns have 
been filed. The Club began with cash reserves of $44,328 
and ended with $45,340, a net change of cash and pre-
paid lodging of $1,012. Over many years our cash reserves 
range from $10,000 – $40,000. These funds are used to 
pay deposits on events and ski trips prior to receiving pay-
ment from members. Although we work hard to avoid it, 
the reserve also provides a buffer when the occasional trip 
loses money.

Overall, the club had revenues of $48,559 and expenses of 
$47,570. Of this, $5,270 was for administrative expenses; 
the balance went to the cost of trips and events. Admin-
istrative expenses include general meeting and Board 
meeting costs, web site maintenance, insurance, printing, 
postage, our online processor Pay Pal credit card process-
ing fees, required State fees, State and Federal Tax Returns 
Fees and Pride festival booths and admission and other 
costs for recruiting new members.

Board members are not paid monetary compensation for 
service as an officer or Board Member. SAGA maintains a 

long-standing policy of waiving member-ship dues during 
the year of Board service, and waives fees for participation 
in holiday and pool parties. Prior to the 2010-2011 board 
elections, SAGA implemented a ten percent (10%) trip dis-
count to board members where trips are booked through 
SAGA’s D.T. Registration software. These concessions have 
been implemented not only to recognize the contribution 
of SAGA Board members, but also to recruit volunteers for 
Board positions. This year, the Board elected to conduct 
the traditional annual pre-season retreat at a Board mem-
bers home in an effort to save cost to the club. This is the 
meeting where the Board plans the next season’s policies, 
trips and events. The Club covers the cost of food for Board 
meetings when held at an Officer’s home.

Remember, guys – this is your Club and your money. The 
Board is charged with the fiduciary responsibility of man-
aging funds for the good of the whole organization. If you 
have any questions or suggestions about the Club’s finances 
or operations, please contact The Treasurer (treasurer@
sagala.org) or any other officer (board@sagala.org) and we 
will address your concern. If you have business, financial, 
accounting or database experience, we encourage you to 
participate on the Board and in our annual audit. Please 
contact the Treasurer or a Board member to participate in 
our next audit.

Treasurer’s Report
2015-2016 Fiscal Year

Out-of-State Trips (Contd)
Utah Elevation
Feb 23-26
$TBD 
Thursday to Sunday

This year SAGA is planning to visit Park City during Tom 
Whitman’s Utah Gay Ski Week, Thursday, February 23 
through Sunday, February 26. The fabulous Utah powder 
can be yours! Yes, Park City is the friendliest and most lively 
town in the state. We are still working on accommodations. 
We are considering staying at one of the host hotels instead 
of a condo to be closer to the action. What do you think? We 
will keep you posted.

5© 2007-2016 SAGA Ski Club, Inc. • SAGA Ski Club is a registered California Seller of Travel (CST 209112-40)

The Fall Line Newsletter October 2016

Click here to return to Front Page

mailto:board%40sagala.org?subject=


SAGA has five Mammoth trips 
planned for our upcoming ski season 
This year all of SAGA’s trips include three nights double 
occupancy lodging at 1849 Condominiums, conveniently 
located across from Canyon Lodge, in easy walking dis-
tance to the lifts and the gondola to the Village. While 
lodging near the lifts is a bit more expensive than stay-
ing in town and taking a bus or shuttle to ski, it is more 
convenient and worth the difference. If you only want to 
come up for the weekend, you can still do that, but to sim-
plify our arrangements, we are only offering three night 
stays. Details of each of our trips are described below. 
Since many of our members have season passes, we do 
not include lifts, but will provide links to discounted tick-
ets later in the season.

Mammoth Trips

First Run Mammoth Caravan
January 5-8, 2017
$295 Early Bird, $325 after 12/1/16.
This three night Thursday to Sunday trip includes three 
breakfasts and two cocktail parties prepared by members. 

Mid Winter Weekend 
Mammoth Caravan
February 2-5, 2017
$285 Early Bird, $315 after 12/31/16.
This three night Thursday to Sunday trip includes three 
breakfasts and two cocktail parties prepared by members.

Mid Winter Mid Week Caravan
February 5-8, 2017
$240 Early Bird, $265 after 12/31/16.
This three night Sunday to Wednesday trip includes three 
breakfasts and two cocktail parties prepared by members. 

Note that while we are offering both the Mid Winter Week-
end and Mid Winter Mid Week Mammoth trips separately, 
one can register for both and enjoy a six night ski holiday 
at Mammoth.

Last Run Mammoth Caravan
March 30-April 2, 2017
$260 Early Bird, $285 after 2/26/17.
This three night Thursday to Sunday trip includes three 
breakfasts and two cocktail parties prepared by members.

Pond Skim Mammoth Caravan
We plan to add a sixth Mammoth trip once we know the 
date for the annual Pond Skim at Canyon Lodge, likely in 
Mid April. Check out our website for further details when 
they become available.
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Mammoth Trips (Contd)
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Mammoth Elevation
March 15 - 19, 2017
Bus: 
$460 Early Bird, $505 after 2/12/17.
Caravan: 
$300 Early Bird, $330 after 2/12/17.
Stay with SAGA for Tom Whitman’s 15th annual gay ski 
event at Mammoth. This year we are again offering the 
option of partying your way there by our private char-
ter “Fun Bus,” or get there on your own by Caravan. Both 
options include double occupancy lodging at 1849 Con-
dos, three breakfasts, two cocktail parties and two dinners 
prepared by members. Optional Elevation Party passes are 
available through Tom Whitman’s website: 

http://www.mammothgayski.com/

www.mammothgayski.com
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Photos by Ken Slater
Shady Cove Trip Report

Thirty One SAGA campers from LA, Palm Springs and San 
Diego arrived at Shady Cove Group Camp on a Friday after-
noon to be welcomed by snacks and cocktails. Shady Cove 
is near Running Springs, in the San Bernardino Mountains, 
and adjacent to the Snow Valley Ski Resort you pass on the 
way to Big Bear. Once tents were set up, and the kitchen was 
functional, we enjoyed a hot meal with our choice of three 
hot soups and sides. 

Saturday is the big day, and the campers were welcomed 
with a hearty breakfast and plenty of hot coffee, followed by 
several options for hiking in the area. As the photos show, 
some hikers went through the ski area, then off to Keller 
Peak Fire Lookout, where they allow you to climb up the 
steel ladder to the monitoring platform with 360 degree 
views of the mountains, the desert to the east and all the 
way to the ocean, although the usual June low clouds did 
obscure part of the LA basin. About half the group stayed 

in camp and played games and drank beer while the more 
energetic hikers enjoyed the cool crisp mountain air. Later 
in the afternoon the propane powered hot shower stall was 
set up and all got more beautiful for the evening cocktails 
and dinner, now looking their best, considering they were 
camping. That evening we enjoyed cocktails, appetizers and 
a full dinner (Jambalaya) followed by dessert and coffee and 
a raging campfire.

The campsite was ours till noon, so on Sunday we provide 
coffee and juice for the early risers, and around 10 AM a 
brunch, then pack up the camp gear and head back to the 
flatlands.

If you have never been camping before, and we do get some 
virgin campers, you should try it. It is more fun than you 
might think, and not as cold or dirty as you might imagine. 
After all, thirty one SAGA men went, so it could not be too 
bad, no?



Photos by Ken Slater
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Photos by Ken Slater
El Prado Trip Report

The late September campout to El Prado Group Camp in 
Mount Laguna, east of downtown San Diego, provided the 
best weather of recent memory. Sunny the whole time, cool, 
and ideal for hiking. This is the most unusual mountain area 
of Southern California, a plateau mountain over 5000 feet 
in elevation between San Diego and the deserts to the east, 
with the group campsite bordering on a large meadow that 
was once a lake (and in wet years, it can fill with water). This 
group was a bit smaller with just 25 campers, but it made it 
more intimate. 

As customary, we had cocktails, snacks, and a hot light meal 
on Friday evening along with a campfire. Saturday opened 
with a hearty breakfast, followed by several choices of hikes 
in the area. A small group hiked along the eastern desert 
edge, with stunning views of the desert 4000 feet below, 

and while this portion of the hike has little shade, the cool 
breeze kept us all comfortable. The later part of this hike is 
through a forest of oaks and pines, and winds around an 
old lake back to camp. Some stayed in camp to guard the 
beer and cocktail supplies, and played cards or other games 
to pass the time. Once the hikers returned, the propane 
shower was set up, and all prepped for Saturday evening’s 
cocktails, appetizers, a full dinner (Pork Roast and dressing 
on a camp stove!!!) and dessert, which included a birthday 
cake and ice cream for Steve Johns of San Diego. Sunday 
came all too soon, but after early coffee, juice and some pas-
tries and a brunch, we packed up camp and headed home. 
Another fun weekend in the outdoors.



Photos by Ken Slater
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El Prado Camping Photos



Photos by Robert Sutton
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Pool Party Photos



Mammoth 1983

Vintage SAGA Photo

President
Sal Veas

president@sagala.org

Treasurer
Chuck Goldblum

treasurer@sagala.org 

Secretary/Aspen
Chris Hogan

secretary@sagala.org 

Technology
Doug Workman

webmaster@sagala.org 

Mammoth Trips
Ken Slater 

mammothtrips@sagala.org 

Social Rec
Glenn Nakagaki

membership@sagala.org 

2016-2017 SAGA Board

Membership/Marketing
Marc Luxenberg

membership@sagala.org

Newsletter
Mike Mallory

newsletter@sagala.org
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