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President’s Message

Hello Everyone,

Mother Nature has been kind to us this winter season. What to do with 
all this snow? Ski and snowboard a.s.a.p., of course. SAGA members 
have already enjoyed Aspen and two trips to Mammoth. The season is 
still young.

Our biggest trip of the year is less than two months away, March 16-19. 
This year’s Mammoth Elevation trip has something for everyone. The 
full bus and condo experience is a great value. Or maybe you want to 
drive up on your own, but want to stay with us at our convenient con-
dos at 1849. Or, what if you only need a bus ride. We have you covered. 
Check out this newsletter or sagala.org for more details.

Are you staying in town during Presidents’ Day weekend? If so, join us 
for our Vertigo meeting on Sunday, February 19 at Rockwell Table & 
Stage in Los Feliz Village. The focus of the meeting will be our Mam-
moth Elevation trip and Tom Whitman’s great parties for that week-
end. Enjoy your first drink on us.

Social media finally comes to SAGA. O.k., I know we have various social 
media accounts, but a baby boomer like me struggles to speak the “lan-
guage” and connect the dots. So we are excited to welcome Andrew Ma 
to the SAGA Board. He will be taking SAGA’s social media to better 
places than we are now. Check out his message in this newsletter.

Take care.

-Sal V

Contribute: 
Have photos or articles from trip to share? Contact 
Mike Mallory at newsletter@sagala.org 

Lead a Trip: 
Interested in being a trip leader in Mammoth? Con-
tact Ken Slater at mammothtrips@sagala.org 

Join SAGA on  
FaceBook!
If you’re a FaceBooker, you 
know how it can link people 
together and quickly spread 
the word about fun events. 
This season, we hope to con-
nect all of our members to this 
popular networking site.

Right now, there are a few great air fares posted to 
our wall, that you all should know about. When you 
post your snow photos to your own page, be sure 
to Tag SAGA in the photo, so it will also link to our 
page. This is an easy way to create a huge album, for 
all of us to enjoy. Check us out at:

http://www.facebook.com/sagala.org
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Vertigo at Rockwell 
February 19, 2017
5-7 pm
Come meet some of our members and socialize with other 
gay men who enjoy skiing and snowboarding. You can also 
learn more about our upcoming ski season, with trips to 
destinations including Mammoth and Park City already 
planned. Potential new members are welcome to check out 
our club, and enjoy a cocktail at Rockwell in the heart of Los 
Felix Village. 

At this Month’s Vertigo on SAGA is offering one free drink 
to those who attend

Rockwell is located at 1714 N. Vermont Avenue, Los Ange-
les, 90027 and is just a few blocks from the Red Line Metro 
stop. Use the alley entrance to find our location.

SAGA Welcomes  
Andrew Ma our new  
Social Media Contact 
You know the ones: Snapchat, Instagram, Facebook and all 
those other social media outlets.  My goal is to create more 
social content for Saga and be creative about it.  We can do 
it together. Do you love creating “my story”, video editing,  
etc.? Let us know, we could use those skills with any other 
ideas. Contact Andrew at socialmedia@sagala.org
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Aspen Gay Ski Week Report
Aspen was the first gay ski week in the country, and remains 
one of the largest and best, the granddaddy of them all. This 
year Aspen celebrated its 40th anniversary of Gay Ski Week 
with several thousand participants from all over the world, 
with special parties every night. With four mountains to ski, 
a beautiful historic mining town as an anchor, and the big-
gest and best apres ski location, Aspen did not fail to provide 
a great week for the fourteen SAGA members who drove or 
flew to Aspen this year. They were rewarded with a full week 
of great snow, with a few inches of fresh snow most nights 
followed by mostly sunny days. The week was capped on 
Friday with a huge show put on by Logo with contestants 
skiing down the hill in costumes to be judged by a panel of 
judges, which included the Sheriff of Pitkin County, who 
said “He would be gay for a day, and if he liked it, perhaps 
longer...” With the usual drag skiers, one in a Scooby-Doo 
outfit, the highlight was a group of five women who worked 
for the Ski Company on the Mountain who bravely skied 
down in very convincing Village People drag. The absolute 
best moment was the finale when 18 guys in cowboy outfits 
down the hill with a huge rainbow flag over 100 feet long 
and 20 feet wide. As all of this took place in a snowstorm, it 
reminded one of a gay snow globe.

SAGA already made our reservation for next year’s condos, 
so start saving up your vacation and putting a few dollars 
aside for next year’s ski vacation.
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Aspen Gay Ski Week Photos
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Mammoth Trips

Last Run Mammoth Caravan
March 30-April 2, 2017
$260 Early Bird, $285 after 2/26/17.
This three night Thursday to Sunday trip includes three 
breakfasts and two cocktail parties prepared by mem-
bers.

Pond Skim Mammoth Caravan
We plan to add a sixth Mammoth trip once we confirm 
the date for the annual Pond Skim at Canyon Lodge, 
likely to be held April 16, which is also Easter Sunday. 
We are trying to confirm the date for Pond Skim with 
Mammoth Mountain. If the event is held April 16, the 
trip would likely be April 14 - 16, but check our website 
for further details as they become available.
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Mammoth Elevation
March 15 - 19, 2017
Caravan: 
$300 Early Bird, $330 after 2/20/17.
Stay with SAGA for Tom Whitman’s 15th annual gay ski 
event at Mammoth. We offer double occupancy lodging 
at 1849 Condos, three breakfasts, two cocktail parties 
and two dinners prepared by members. Optional Eleva-
tion Party passes are available through Tom Whitman’s 
website:

http://www.mammothgayski.com/

This year we’re going retro this year for Mammoth Ele-
vation. Sign-up for the trip and get one of our retro 
t-shirts the perfect combo with a onesie. We are extend-
ing our early bird registration until February 20, 2017 
so you can even sign up at our Vertigo meeting on Feb-
ruary 19th and ask questions about the trip if you hav-
en’t signed up already. 

To register for the trip email mammothtrips@sagala.org 
or Sagala.org. 

The Fun Bus Option for this weekend is no longer avail-
able, as so many caravan-preferring skiers signed up 
already we don’t have enough for the bus, but we are 
looking.

http://www.mammothgayski.com/
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Mammoth I Trip Report
Mammoth has been getting a whole lot of snow, and more 
appears to be on the way. John Beliveau had driven up early 
on Wednesday, and on Thursday morning had to dig his 
car out at Motel 6. There was one small lane on the roads 
through town, and snow was everywhere. Rich McCullough 
was up there early also, and he checked into 1849 early on 
Thursday, walked through knee deep snow in the parking 
lot to the condo, but then was rewarded with mountains 
of fresh snow to ski on after he unpacked his ski stuff and 
headed to the lifts. Most of the rest of us had arrived by din-
ner time Thursday, and given the difficulty in getting around 
town, John thoughtfully had a lasagna dinner ready for us 
upon arrival. 

Friday morning was a beautiful blue bird ski day, snow 
everywhere, blue skies, and little or no wind. Not all lifts 
and runs were open due to the snow, but enough were open 
to provide a great full day of skiing. By Friday evening the 
roads were in better but not dry shape, and we all headed 
out for dinner in the Village, ending up at Gomez. 

Saturday morning presented overcast skies, and snow, snow 
and more snow. We all made it up early to McCoy Station 
for the free early up breakfast for passholders. It was my 
first time to attend one of these, and it was a better spread 
than I expected. Given the weather, there had been some 
uncertainty that the event would happen, but we noted that 
the Village Condo started up one hour early, so we assumed 
it was on. After breakfast we all hit the slopes. It snowed 
almost all day, and since this storm was being fed by the so 
called “Pineapple Express,” it was warmer, and the snow was 
a mix of flakes and pellets sometimes referred to as popcorn 
snow. The snow and flat skies made visibility the biggest 
problem, but selection of ski runs that included trees on the 
side made the visibility acceptable, and the wind was only 
occasionally a distraction.

Saturday evening the group of eight put together a dinner 
in the condo, while contemplating the weather reports that 
said the snow would change to rain after midnight. They 
were (unfortunately) correct. In the middle of the night we 
were treated to a lighting and thunder storm along with a 
fairly steady rain that persisted all night. 

By Sunday morning the parking lot at 1849 was a mix of 
rain and slush. None of us wanted to get soaked on the 
mountain, but the decision of whether to ski or not was not 
ours to make; Mammoth did not open! It might have been 
the concerns about lightning, or the increased avalanche 
risk with the rain loosing the snow pack, but they did not 
open. So we were all out of the Condo by 10 AM and had 
rain most of the way south, ending about the time we got to 
Coso Junction.

All in all a great trip, and a great way to start the new year.
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Mammoth I Trip Photos
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Mammoth 1984

Vintage SAGA Photo

President
Sal Veas

president@sagala.org

Treasurer
Chuck Goldblum

treasurer@sagala.org 

Secretary/Aspen
Chris Hogan

secretary@sagala.org 

Technology
Doug Workman

webmaster@sagala.org 

Mammoth Trips
Ken Slater 

mammothtrips@sagala.org 

Social Rec
Glenn Nakagaki

socialrec@sagala.org 

2016-2017 SAGA Board

Membership/Marketing
Marc Luxenberg

membership@sagala.org

Newsletter
Mike Mallory

newsletter@sagala.org
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